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have taken over the light at Bunbury,
which was previously maintained by the
Commonwealth. It was te meet the con-
venience of the departments that these
necessary services were changed over, so
to speak. But this has not lessened the
responsibility of the department. 1 have
replied half-a-dozen times to this effect to
persons in'Broome and members of this
House. Only within the last month
I have had a comprehensive report in
regard to these matters as a rTesult
of statements made by certain people
at a deputation two or three months
age. I have mentioned this because
I do not like members to be under & mis-
apprehension or to be making stntements
which are not in accordance with facts. The
Government through all their departments
operating in the North have endeavoured
to give whatever assistance they could. The
revenue from the Far North is not very
great and there are many ways in whiel
we have to meet expenditure. T may say
the revenue does not in any way meet the
expenditure, Still, we have done what we
could, and while we hope there will not be
any necessity for further relief, if that
necessity shonld arise the Government will
deal sympathetieally with any guestion of
the kind in the Far North

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.37 p.m.

1523

Aegislative Hascmbly,
Tuesday, 5th November, 1933.

Paqe
Question : Farmers® relief, Commonwealth graot ... 1523
Asseat to Ll 1523

Popers:  Crown “lnnds occupatlan prusecutlons at
Reedys . ... 1523
Bills: Workers' Homes Amendment (Xo. "], 38, ... 1524
Loan, £2,827,000, 2Rr., Com., report . 1524
Metropnl]i.un Whole Milk Act Amundmenl’. an. 1527
lIortg:gcas Rights Kestriction Act Contlnuance. 1548

Annual Fstimntes, Com 0[ Supply Yotes onil items
discussed 1548
Agriculture ... . 1548

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FARMERS' RELIEY.
Commaonwealth Grant.

Mr. WARNER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What amount of money has heen
received from the Commonwealth as a grant
for the relief of neeccessitous farmers? 2,
What amount of such grant has been ap-
propriated to date? 3, What number of
farmers have received benefit from the fund?
4, How many of those farmers were Agri-
cultural Bank clienfs?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS replied:
1 £137,000. 2, £111,755 25, Gd. 3, 2,986,
4, 2,270. In refercnce to the last figure, I
may say thal quite a number of those Agri-
cultural Bank clicnts are also clients of
private banks.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the In-
dustries Assistance Aet Continuance Bill.

PAPERS—CROWN LANDS
OCCUPATION.

Prosecutions at Reedys.

The Minister for Lands, in response to a
question by the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall) on the 31st Oectober, tabled the
Lands Depariment file containing refer-
ences to the prosecutions at Reedys in
Mareh last.
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BILL—WOREKERS' BOMES
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Third Reading.
On motion by the member for Nedlands
{Hon. N. Keenan} Bill read a third time,
and transmitted to the Council.

BILL—LOAN, £2,627,000,
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 31st October.

HON. C. 6. LATHAM (York) [4.35]:
This Bill, gives nuthority to the Go-
vernment to raise the amount of money
required to give effect to the Loan Esti-
mates. The other evening the Leader of
the National Party {Hon, N. Keenan) said
the Government ought to frame a policy for
the expenditure of publie funds. The re-
mark was rather resented. It is difficult,
of eourse, for us to understand what the
actual position is likely to be unless we do
get a policy for the expenditure of public
funds. Tt ig true that a pertion of thig
money is heing used for water supply and
sewerage works, and the balance principally
for harbours and jetties in the Novrth-West,
I think the House should know of the pur-
poses for which we should use revenue
funds. A little while ago the Acting Min-
ister for Works, speaking at the annual
social of the Master Builders’ Association,
said that between May, 1933, and August
of this year the Government had spent
£182,000 on general repairs and mainten-
ance of publie buildings. Nearly the whole
of thal money came from loan funds and
the work, of course, is not revenue-produc-
ing at all. That woul:l not be so bad if we
did, as is done with the railways, where the
cost 13 rebated against the revenue of the
railways during the wvear. That poliey
might he excused. beeause there is then a
chanee of recouping Consolidated Revenue
some of the money. But it is very unwise,
and we have protested a number of times
from this side against using loan funds
where revenne shonld be used. I am sur-
prised that the Auditor General has nol
drawn attention to that. He has drawn
attention to loan funds being used where
revenue funds shonld be made available,
but not in the matter of work of this kind;
there he has said nothing at all. The poliey
is strictly mnsound. It may be difficult to
frame & policy, because the Treasurer has
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to go to the Loan Couneil long before he
frames his Estimates, in order to find out
bow mueh he can get; and what be gets is
brought along chiefly for the purpose of
providing employment. That is its main
purpose, and secondly it is wanted to make
good the deficits, Thus we bave £300,000
set aside on the Loan Estimates to make
good the defieit for the year. That policy
is very unsound.

The Acting Minister for Works: It is
diffieult to provide works of a useful nature
ta give employment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : T admit that. That
is the only exeuse. The Government bor-
row money when they have a policy of de-
velopment and for the advancement of the
State. They are entitled to borrow money
for that purpose, but to-day we are not bor-
rowing money for that purpose at all, but
to keep our people employed. That is
oxactly the position.

The Minister for Justice:
are needed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Most of them. T
admit. I am not sure whether the recon-
struction of that jetly up North, should be
a charge against Loan Funds, but any new
jetties should be charged againgt Loan
Funds. Works the member for Nedlands
spoke of the other night, such as the maim-
tenance of Fremantle barbour, is not a legi-
timafe charge against Loan Funds.

The Minister for Justice: Yes it is, be-
cause we are replacing a wooden struciure
with a concrete structure worth twiee a=
much.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the differ-
ence between the values of the twn works
is a legitimate charge against Loan Funds.

Hon. N. Iieenan: But the ecost should
come ont of the revenue collected.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Previously when
horrowing monev for the opening up of
lands or the development of mining, there
has heen a poliey over a number of years.
On snch a policy the Government are en-
titled to ask for Loan Funds.

The Minister for Justice: The half =a
million pounds for the railways is all for
eonstructive work,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, [ think most
of the money spent on railways to-day
ought to come From revenue.

The Minister for Justice: No, no.

Fon. C. G. LATHAM : There iz just this,
and I think the Minister will agree, that
during the last Government’s term of offiee

All the works
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we did the construetion of railways through
the Railway Department. That prevented
the duplieation of work that had taken place
over a number of xears. Morveover, the
Railway Department will construet their
railways on grades over which they will he
able to ron ceonomieally.

The Minister for Justice: Oh, no.

Hon. C. (i, LATHAM: Are they still
to zo on building lines of grades of 1 in
G0 or 1 in S0, and then have to rebuild the
lines to grade 1 in 100? T eannot helieve it,
I believe the Commissioner of Railways will
see to it that in new works the grades will
be satisfactory from the beginning. But
most of the money being spent is being
spent on regrading railways that have heen
running for many years.

The Minister for Justice: Nob regrading
—relaving.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Well, it may he
so, but it seems to me to be duplicating
work, for already one sum of meney has
heen spent there. and relaying is not
chareeable against loan funds.

The Minister for Justice: The difference
hetween the added value we debit to eapi-
tal, and from the ordinary monev we pay
it hack.

Hon. U, G, LATHAM: Yes, I know, There
is no poliey to-day. Tt may he a sound
policy at the moment to spend loan money
on sewerage and water supplies, particu-
larly for the city, hut the main justifica-
tion is that it is previding employment.

The Acting Minister £or Works: No, it
s a sound work.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Then why was it
not done vears ago? The population has
not increased so rapidly in recent times as
to justify the work at the moment. Of
course, it is a spitable time to borrow
money with which to p-ovide employment.
T know the difficulty of the Government,
and I do not intend 4o harass them.

The Acting Minister for Works: I wish
that other works were as sound. Take the
drainage works, They were purely to pro-
vide employment, and the people concerned
will not pay rates on the drainage.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Rates are charged
against them, and whether or not thev are
zoing to pav is a matter for the Govern-
ment. I notice from the Press there is a
probability of this loan heing floated at a
higher rate of interest. T trust we shall
not set ouf at present te increase the rate
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of interest, as there is no justification for
doing such a thing. If Governments are
going on the market to borrow money, and
to do so are increasing the rate of interest,
it will mean there will shortly be very little
money available for private indusirvies, I
hope whatever happens the Government will
stand fast, and will keep the rate of interest
as low as possible. Some time ago the banks
anpd Governments had to enfer into compe-
tition with private people to obtain money
for the opening up of new indusiries.

The Minister for Water Supplies:
State Governments are standing for that.

Hon. . G, LATHAM: I was afraid from
what I read that there was a probability of
the next loan being offered to the public at
a higher rate of interest.

The Minister for Justice: 1f wounld he a
certainty if we retained the original amount
of money we hoped to borrow.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: Then I hope we
go on the market on two separate oceasions
to raise the money, rather than that we
should inerease the rate of interest. Pri-
vate industries are receiving assistance to-
day by means of borrowed money, and will
desire to go on horrowing money. If Gov-
ernments raise the rate of interest, or go
on the market at a higher rate, they will
take a good deal of the available money out
of the market. In some cases Govermments
have paid as high as 6 per eent. for loan
moneys. I hope the Premier will set him-
self against any increase in the rate of in-
terest in respect to the flotation of the next
loan. The Loan Estimates, for which this
Bill provides, bave been before ns. They
aothorise the Government to borrow
£2,600,000. T see no alternative hut to agree
to the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. Marshall: There is an alternative.
What do you, as Leader of the Opposition,
suggest?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: The hon. member
seems to know what the alternative is. He
who knows everything says there is an alter-
native, whereas I say there is not one, If
the hon. member has an alternative, I shall
be glad to hear it.

Mr, Marshall: What about social eredit?
That is an alternative.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Let the hon. mem-
her propound it,

All

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—Geraldton—in  reply)
(448]): 1 agree with practically everything
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the Leader of the Opposition has said, but
would like to remove one or two misappre-
hensions he has with regard to the expen-
diture of loan wmonevs on ecapital works.
In the railways we have many miles of 45-
Ib. rails, and decided on a relaying pro-
gramme. The money for this work was
originally advanced from loan. The only
portion that is ultimately debited to loan
is the differcnee between the original eost
of 45-1b, rails and the cost of 60-Ib. rails.
That is all that is debited to loan.

Hon. €. G. Latham: That is justifiable.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: With
regard to harbour works, we have replaced
a number of wooden piles with conercte
piles of pwice the vaiue, and the added value
is debited to the coneern out of loan.

Mr. Sleeman: Are you going to replace
the bridge in the same way?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I de
not know that the bridge has ever paid
interest on the original capital, or that
money could be obtained from it to repay
the cost of a new structure.

Hon. €. G. Latham: I was cheaply builf
in the first place, but I was talking about
regrading.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Working Railways are now building new
lines. About 30 years ago, when many of
the lines were built, they were built fo
carry traffic from the coast inland.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Only the goldfields
railway.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: All the
railways, The Great Sounthern, the Bun-
bury line, the Eastern Goldfields and the
Murchison line—all were built with the
idea of taking something from the centre
ontwards, As a result of the develop-
ment of agrienlture, the very opposite
took place. The railways were not
concerned about the grade into Perth.
If it was easy to build a one in
fifty grade, the line wag built on that
grade. Now that we have hundreds of
thousands of tons coming to the coast, we
find it is not economical to have a heavy
grade, especially when it is possible to get
a hetter grade for comparatively little
additional cost. In the early days regrad-
ing was not warranted becanse of the addi-
tional expense compared with the small
additional traffic, but to-day, owing to the
greatly increased traffic coming to and
going from the coast, it is becoming neces-
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sary to spend money on regrading. The
regrading between Kellerberrin, Hine’s
ITill and Meenaar cost £80,000. The inter-
est on that at 4 per cent. eomes to a little
over £2,000 a vyear, but the actual saving
owing to the regrading is £4,767. Because
of the expenditure of this money, we are
not only able to pay interest at 4 per cent.,
but earn for Working Railways an addi-
tional amount of over £4,000. That work
was fully justified. At another place in the
hills a sum of £1,415 was spent on putting
in an extra siding. The interest on that
amount iz £38 a year, but the annual
saving, for the number of trains which do
not pass that point, is £2,400 a year. We
therefore get back twice the amount of
eapital we spent in one year. A consider-
able amount of money was spent at Collie.
This will return interest on the cost to the
extent of abont 10 per cent.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Only the same traf-
fic is there that was there when the line
was constructed,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
was not nearly so much then. It was cus-
tomary, when there was only a limited
amount of bunsiness to be done, to build a
new railway with 45-1b. rails. As business
inereases, it is. found that a 50 per eent.
ingrease in capital expenditure is war-
ranted, and the work is proceeded with he-
canse the time is ripe to do so. It is the
same thing in all classes of business. A
mine may be started with a capital of
£20,000 or £30,000. As development war-
rants and new machinery is required to deal
with a greater tonnage of ore each month,
additional eapital is found to be necessary,
and is raised accordingly. Take the Lake
Grace-Newdegate railway. That was built
originally with 45-1b, rails, At that time
we were running three trains a fortnight,

~and it would not have been sound business

Lo inerease the capital expenditure there.
When the volume of business and
turnover inereased it became economic-
ally sound to inerease the ecapital ex-
penditure. s is a sound policy to open up
connlry economically with light canstrue-
tion eosts, and when the business warrvants,
and only then, to inecrease the capital ex-
penditure so that inferest is paid on the
additional outlay. That policy has existed
in the Railway Department for 10 or 12
vears. The whole of the metropolitan
framway svstem was relaid some 11 or 12
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vears ago. \We spent in the course of five
or six years two or three bundred thousand
pounds on this work. Fach year £20,000
was taken out of revenue to pay the cost of
the rails that were put in. In the case of
the railways themselves we take £80,000
cach year out of revenue to replace moneys
expended from loan. The same principle
is followed in connection with other works.
The rehabilitation for which woney will be
advanced under this Bill will cost £500,000.
Last vear we provided £100,000 and this
year another £100,006. We will spend the
money in three vears and at the end of six
years it will have been repaid from revenue.
It eannot be expeeted that a vast sum of
money shonld be spent in one year: it would
not he eronomieal to do so, but the money is
always repaid.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair: the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 fo 6, Schedules 1 and 2—agread
to.

Third Schedule:

Mre, SAMPSON: Could T be advised as to
what money has been provided for the pro-
tection of railway crossings?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If
there is any safeguarding of crossings to be
done, the money will come out of revemue.
The hon. member had better discuss that
matter on the Railway Estimates.

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Dehate resnmed from the 23rd October.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[5.1]: This is a Bill fo continue the opera-
tion of the Metropolitan Whole Milk Act,
1932, for another year. I bhelieve the
amendments proposed will have the effect
of nmaking the administration of the prinei-
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pal Act move effective and more satisfactory
than is the case at present. 1t might be as
well, when discus-ing the Bill, to take a re-
trospeetive view of the position which
existed when the 1932 measure was dis-
cussed here. At that time, it will be re-
menthe «l, a state of chaos existed among
the milk producers of the metropolitan
area. And not only Lhat, but the distribu-
tion of the commodity in the metropalitan
area was (n the most disorganised condition
any industry could possibly be in.  The At
was placed on the slatute book at the re-
quest, mainly, of producers throughout the
State: but it was felt also that the interests
of the consumers needed consideration. The
legislation was largely of an experimental
nature in Western Australia, and it is na-
tural that ns the result of practiea] experi-
ence we should find certain amendments to
be necessary in such legislation. So far as
I have been nhle to gather the viewpoint of
the milk producers generally, they appre-
ciate the interest whiech the Minister for
Agvicnlture Tlas taken in their problem.
They realise that the amendments which he
proposes in the Bill wiil, possibly with cer-
tain othor slizhf amendments, prove aec-
ceptable. The parent Act was designed in
the intevests of the producers of the com-
modity and of the consumers of the com-
modity. ‘That was only natural, because,
after all, the interests of those two sections
shonld he paramount. The interests of
both sections were conserved, as far as hu-
manly possible, in the parent Aet; and T
helieve they are conserved also in the mea-
sure under consideration. T bhelieve that
the adminisiration of this legislation
hyv the hoard appointed under its provisiens
has given general satisfaction to hoth those
main seetions of the community—the pro-
ducers and the consumers. There has, in-
evitablr, heen some eriticistn and some fanlt-
finding with the activities of the bhoard and
the operation of the Aet: but I think we
ean take it for granted that generally the
criticism and the complaints have emanated
from paid officials representing other see-
tions, and not vital sections at all, of the
eommuniiy. The hoard undertook a difficult
task, and in my opinion have performed it
well. They have had to break new ground
in cennection with the huilding up of their
body. and have encountered many difficul-
ties. Therefore it was only to he expected
that estahlished producers and established
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distributors should have had their business
operations and activities disturbed fo a cer-
tain extent. Thus there was bound to be
some opposition raised and some eriticism
offered. In a general way, I believe, the
board are entitled to the commendations of
the producers and also of the consumers for
the way in which they have discharged their
duties. I agree with the Minister for Apgri-
culture that if we are to have an efficient
and satisfactory milk supply in the metro-
politan avea, there must of necessity be
rigid supervision over its production, its
treatment, and its distribution. I know of
ne other means by which that rigid super-
vision and control can be exercized except
under an independent hoard such as we now
have administering the Act. It is a fact
that in counection with the milk supply
scrupulons cleanliness is essential. DBad milk
is the most dangerous carvier of discase
known, wherens good wholesome milk
is one of the hest articles for human beings,
and partienlarly for the young, whom it
gives that start in life which is needed in
order that thev may grow up into healthy
human beings. The Minister has told us
that the consumption of milk in the metro-
politan area for the yecar just closed was
4,367,000 gallons. I notice that in 1933,
when the board assumed control of this
legislation, the consumption was only
3,832,000 gallons. Thus there has been an
increase of 14 per cent. in consnmption. In
1933 the daily consumption in the metro-
politan area was 10,500 gallons; in 1935
it is 12,000 eallons. That inerease of 14
per cent. has, T eonsider, heen brought ahout
by the activities of the board. Bearing in
mind that the inerensse in the population of
the metropolitan area in that period, ae-
cording te the Govermment Statistician, is
only 5 per ceant., we ecan regavd as fairly
satisfactory the faet that the actual con-
samption of a staple article of diet has in-
crensed by no less than 14 per cent. T be-
lieve the increase has been due largely to
our having had a beiter standard of milk
delivered in the metropolitan area ihan we
had prior to the initiation of this legisla-
tion, No doubt there have been improved
methods of handling and improved methods
of distribution. There can he no question
whatever that the consumers of the meiro-
politan area, by reason of the great confi-
dence placed in the hoard administering the
Act, have imcreased their consumption so
largely. So far as their incomes would allow
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them, they have heen purchasing this food
mare freely than heretofore. The Minister
tells us that the additional consumption re-
presents something like £30,000 per annum
to the producers. That is a magnificent sum
to be distributed among the few hundred
milk producers supplying the metropolitan
area. That amount of £30,000 has enabled
them to improve their premises and increase
the produmetive eapacity of the units in their
herds. All these things have tended to make
for better quality in milk. In infroducing
the Bill the Minister gave instances of the
activities of the board in connection with
tracking up inferior milk and in the en-
conragement of better quality types. XNo
doubt that has heen rveflected in the better
milk supplied to the people of the netro-
politan area. And we should not lose zight
of the fact Lhat this has bheen done at no
increased cost to the eonsumers, I upder-
gtand from figures which have been made
available that in actunal faet the price to the
consumer in Perth is to-day really slightly
lower than it was when the hoard took con-
trol. Dut even if the price of milk were to
remain the same as it was three vears ago,
the fact that we are having the disfribution
supervised by an independent hoard ai no
great expense to the consnmers—the total
cost of the board’s operations so far hns
heen something less than one-third of a
penny per gallon—is eause for general satis-
faction. T have been glad to nagtice an in-
crease recently in the number of milk hars
estahlished in the city. T helieve the estab-
lishment of those milk hars, and the inerense
i their numbers which we ean look for with
the approach of the hot weather, will tend
materially to make for a further inerease
in the consumption of milk in and around
Perth.  That aize shonld prove beneficial
to our milk producers. I believe that with
the ellicient control of the board a ereat
service can he rendered fo the people of
the metropolitan area by sapplying them
with milk distributed under hvgienic con-
ditions in those various bars which we see
established in great numbers almost every
week throughout the streets of the eity. 1
notice in the Bill an amendment dealing
with the procedure for election of pro-
ducers’ representatives on the bheard. Un-
doubiedly there was a weakness in the old
Act from that aspect. I helieve the amend-
ment proposed in the Bill will make for a
more satisfactorv election of producers’ re-
presentatives than obfains at present. T am
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also plad to notice the power the hoard are
to be given in connection with the appoint-
ment of inspeetors, and am pleased that
they are to co-operate with the Minister for
Health in this regard. This was one of the
knotty problems which faeed Parliament
when discussing the parent Aect. 1 am cer-
tain that the best way to get over the diffi-
calty will be the cordial eco-operation of
those controlling the distribution of milk
with those conserving the health of the com-
munity. T believe also that the clauses deal-
ing with licenses will make for improve-
ment.  However, certain necessary exien-
stons of the powers of the board are nol
provided by the Bill. The hoard shonld
be entitled (o spend some of the funds they
raise on publicity, which I believe would
have the effcet of increasing consumption and
tlms bhenefiting producers as well as con-
sminers, I regret that the Minister has scen
fit to extend the life of the Act for only one
vear. In my opinion this legislation has
largely passed the experimental stage now.
T think we can definitely say that it has
come to stay. Thus there appears to be no
adeguate reason why the operation of the
measure should he extended only for one
vear. I wonld ask the Minister to give eon-
sideration to an amendment making the eon-
tinnation for at least another three vears.
When the Act was placed on the ciatute-
book in 1932 it was to continue until 1935.
T see no adequate reason why there should
he any terminating date whatever in the
measure. That section might well be re-
moved alfogether. However, T know that
sich an amendment is not in aceordance
with the Minister’s wish. T suggest to him,
neverfheless, thaf in any event he might
agree to delete the ¢lause making this legis-
lation terminate in 1936, and substitute ter-
mination in 1938, say. I also want to see
in the measure power to the board to insist
on distribufors putting up a bond to ensare
payment to the producers for milk purchased
from them. I de not know whether the
Minister is aware of the faet, but if he were
to discuss the matter with the board, or even
with the Director of Agriculture, he would
certainly glean the information that there
were hundreds of pounds—and I think T
would he safe in saving, thousands of
pounds—of which unserupulous purchasers
of milk have absolutely robbed the pro-
ducers. They have robbed those producers of
the fruits of their labour by not paying them
for the commeodity purchased frem them.
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While I do not think that operates to any
considerable degrec to-day—at any rate
nothing like the extent to which it did three
vears awo—neverthelows theie is justification
for the baard haviug the power to insist
that anvy  purchase of milk  shall be
made on a reasonable Dbasis that meets
with the approval of the board. I commend
that suggestion to the Minister for his eon-
sideration. I believe also that the ultimate
suceess of this legislotion will be zained only
when we tind all the milk consumed in the
metropolitan arca going through a small
number of channels, sueh as one or two de-
pots that should he controlled by the board.
Whether we can deal with that aspect in the
present legislation, T am not quite sure. I
am ceriain that we all wish to improve the
conditions of the industry and only by effec-
live organisation ean the best results he
effected. [ am glad provision is being made
for u dailv penalty for a breach of the Act.
it has heen brought under my notice that
u retailer can break the Act with impunity
and pay the fine imposed upon him, hecanse
he finds 11 inore prolilable to eontinue to
hreak the Act and pay any fine that may
be impased npon him. That is an undesir-
able state of affairs. The only means of
overcoming it, of whieh I am aware, is to
provide a daily penalty for a breach of the
Act. That will make infringements of the
provisions of the Act such that fhe retailer
will not bhe able to make a profit on the
teansaction. It is particularly gratifying to
me to find that the Government, through the
Minister for Agricuiture, are extending this
legislation with slight amendmenis only. I
have a vivid recollection of the opposition
to the measure by members now sitting on
the Treasury Beneh who were formerly in
Opposition.  Nothing they could say was
bad encugh for the legislation at that time.
The present Premier and his colleagues, the
Minister for Lands and the Minister for
Health, deseribed the Bill that I introdueed
as representing the most scandalous type of
legislation that this Parliament had ever
considered. They expressed the wish that
it would never see the light of day. I re-
member clearly the eritical remarks of the
present Premier, and 1 have no doubt that
other members of the House recollect them
well. Now I am glad that the Premier and
his Ministers, throngh the XMinister for
Agriculture, have come round to our way
of thinking and have decided that the
method outlined in the legislation is not only
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hoest in the interests of the ¢onsumers, but
of those assoriated with the milk industry
cenerally.

MR. NEEDHAM (I’crth) [3.18]: I con-
gratulate the Minister on his presentation
of the Bill, but I regret T cannot go fur-
ther and congratulate him on the Bill it-
self. To quote the words of the Minis-
ter, ‘“The Bill gives us an opportunity to
remedy many anomalies and to present a
much more workable measure to those in
eontrol of it.” T admit that the oppor-
tunity is given Parliament to remedy many
of the existing anomalies in the Aet, but I
am very much afraid that the Minister has
not availed himself of that opportunity.
After a careful perusal of the Rill, T have
come to the coneclusion that there are still
many anomalies in it.

Mr. Cross: They have put some more ano-
malies into it.

Myr. NEEDHAM: T realise the Minister
has taken considerable pains in dealing
with the legislation. He has consulied the
opinion of nearly evervone engaged in the
industry. I know he has received many
deputations. I introduced one to him my-
self, and the members of that delegation
instanced many anomalies under the old
Aet. The Minister listened patiently to the
representations made to him, but conces-
sions to the deputation T refer to are con-
spicnous hy their ahsence from the Bill
In the course of his speech the Minister
said, ‘“The Bill is short and simple.”® If
“*short and simple,”” it is certainly severe
in parts.

Mr. Cross: And there are some traps in
it.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Rill is disappoint-
ing to many engaged in the milk industry.
T shall snpport the second reading of the
measure, hut I hope during the Committee
stage T may he suceessful in seeuring agree-
ment to some vital amendments. Any eriti-
cism I make of the Bill is not directed
against the board. T realise the bhoard have
done excellent work and, though severely
handicapped, have secured resunlts that have
been heneficial to the industrv. T was
hopeful that after three vears’ operation
of the Metropolitan Whole Milk Act, we
would bave had a better amending Bill
presented to Parliament. Tn my opinion,
the Bill pays more attention to the board
than to the interests of those who have to
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work under the board and abide by their
decisions. What I mean by that is that
the Minister, with every houest intention,
has paid more regard to the representa-
tions of members of the board than he has
to some of the representations on behalf
of u most important section of the indus-
try. 1 would instance the position of re-
tail dairymen. No provision is made in
the Bill for their representation on the
hoard. During the period I bave been
hononred with a seat in this Chamber, on
each oeceasion this legislation has heen he-
fore us I, with many other members, have
stressed the necessity and enquity of the re-
tail dairymen being granted representaiion

.on the board. On each oeeasion, however,

when that phase was disecussed, the only
argiment adduced by the then Minister—
probably the same argument would he ad-
vanced by the present Minister who is ad-
ministering the Act—and hy those opposed
to that adwinistration, iy that it would
make for a most unwieldy board. I can-
not sec how the gonversion of a board from
one of five members to one of six members

‘would make it unwieldy.

Mr. North: T hope you will have more
luck with your proposal than I had.

Mr. NEEDIIAM: T hope the hon. mem-
her will recognise the justice of the e¢laim
ard will lend his assistanee when the Bill
is dealt with in Committee to secure that
representation. I need not repeat the state-
ment that is made frequently that this
ig taxation without representation. The re-
tail dairymen comprise a most important
part of the combination associated with the
milk trade. The desire of the Minister, and
of Parliament, is, naturally, to supply the
consuming public with pure milk. Yet we
have this important body of men handling
the milk from the factory to the homes
who have ne voice at all an the hoard, vet
eontribute the major portion of the hoard’s
revenue. If members look throngh the last
report of the board and note the contents
of the balanee sheet, they will find that the
administration contribntions total £2,740,
three-rquarters of which was received from
the milk vendors.

Mr, F. C. I. Smith: And where do thev
get the money from?

Mr. NEEDHAM: Naturally, from the
consumers. It will also be noticed that
license fees total £488, only £131 10s. heing
paid by dairymen. In spite of that faet,
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the important section of the indus-
try that has contributed the great-
est amount to the board's finanees are

deprived of any representation whatever.
The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Mr.
F. C. L. Smith) asked where the vetail
dairyimen gzot their money trom and [
answered  thar they got it from the con-
sumers. I would pownt out to him, how-
ever, that (lie consumers are provided for on
the board, which includes two representa-
tives of the consumers and twe representing
the dairymen. The board provides no re-
presentation for the retail dairyimen or the
milk vendor. I consuder it is not cquitable
that the last mentioned section should be de-
prived of represenlation. 1 do not stress

my argument in that regard from the faet =

that they contribute three-quarters of the
board’s revenue, but from the standpoint
that they can either make or wmar the object
that the board have in view, which is to
give the eonsumer milk of the purest quality
at a reasonable prier. It is my intention
to move an amendment in Connnittee that
will provide fur the representation of the
retail dairymen on the Metropolitan Whole
Milk  Board.  Another parvt of the
Bill has reference to inspection. I have
always opposed that double-banking system.
We have health inspectors appointed by the
Health Department and also inspectors ap-
pointed by the Metropolitan Whole Milk
Boavd. In the course of the Minister's
speeel he said, “It is not proposed to over-
ride the provisions of the Health Aet. The
Board are given power to appoint their own
inspeetors subjeet always to the approval
of the Mimster for Health, and such inspec-
tors are to he vested with the powers of
health inspectors.’’

Mr. Cross: We can oppose that proposal.

Mr. NEEDHAM: T intend to oppose that
phase of the Bill, hecause I do not regarl
it a-~ necessary at all.

Mr. Cross: Tt will double the expense.

My, XEEDHAM: Yes. Not only will it
double the expense bt it will be a sonrce of
irritation and of worry te those engaged in
the industry. Milk is a staple article of
food and the Minister, in his excelleni
speech in moving the sceond reading of the
Bill, stressed fhe importance of pure milk
to the health of the community. Every
member will agree with me in that matter.
Surely the inspeetors of the Health Depart-
ment are compelent to determine whether
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the milk being supplied to the people in the
aren over which the board have jurisdiciion
is pure! Why should there be a double sys-
tan of inspection? What greater ¢ualifica-
tions have the inspectors appointed by the
board than those appointed by the Health
Department? I venture to =ay that the in-
spectors of the Llealth Department arve just
as eompetent to determine the «uality of
milk as they are to determine the quality of
other tood for human consumption.

Hon, P. D, Ferguson: What about ensur-
ing a healthy condition of cows?

Mr. NEEDHAM: Surely we huve a suffi-
cient army of stock inspectors to determine
whether the beasts are healthy or not! That
is the duty of the Stock Department. 1 am
coneerned about milk as an article of food.
Tt the healih inspectors ave comprtent to
determine whether fish, butter, bread, meat,
or any other food is fit for human consump-
tion, surely they are competent to deter-
mine whether milk is fit for human con-
sumption. Tho Minister stressed the point
that wmitk i= wmuch more susceptible than any
other class of food to the spreading of dis-
case. Again I admit that that is so, but T
etill contend fhat our health inspectors are
quite capable of dealing with the matter,
My parfing remark on that phase is that
it our health inspectors arc not competent
or trustworthy enongh to determine the qua--
litv of milk, they should not be allowed to
act in the eapacity of inspecting other food
of the people. This double inspection is an
unnecessary impnst on fthose encaved in the
indusiry, and T hepe it will not be per-
niitted to continue. Another feature of the
Bill to which reference mizhr be made is
that of the transfer of leenses. Under the
measure, premises are fo bhe licensed, and
considerable difficulty may be experienced
by persons holding certain premises to se-
cure a transfer. Tt ix only reasonable that
provision should he made for a lieensee to
sell his business or to purchase any other
business. Certainly no hindrance should
e placed in the way of a lesitimate
trader in  the industry  who desires
to -cll his busine-<. Theve should be no bar-
rier placed in his way if he dezires to ex-
change his business, or lransfer it. and he
should be able to appeal to the eourt in the
event of a fransfer or a<signment heing
rejected by the hoard, Tf a daimman were
renting his premises. az a large numhber of
them do, and it was known hy the landlord
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that there would he any difficulty in trans-
ferring the license from those premises, it
would give power to the landlord ecither to
forece ihe dairyman to purchase the pre-
mises, it the landiord wished to sell, or, at
the end of any lease, to demand exorbitant
vents for those premises. 1 snggest to the
Minister that when any man in the milk
industry desires to sell lis business, or to
transfer to other premises when he finds pre-
mises that are suitable and that conform
with the reguiremenis of the board and of
the Health Aet, no bavrier should be placed
in his way. The-Bill, however, will create
a hindrance, and no appeal is to be per-
mitted. It the beard insist upon not grant-
ing a transfer for other premises, at least
he ~hould have the right of appeal to &
magistrate in the same way that the man
who is refused a license has the right of
appeal. If a man is refused a license, he
has the right of appeal to a magistrate, but
no provision is wade for an appeal when
an apphiation to transter from eertain pre-
mises to other premises is refused. Another
objceiionable feature of the measnre is that
dealing with the vevocation of licenses, It
seems to be rather drastie to empower the
board to cancel a man's license on a single
convietion. If I have interpreted the Bill
correetly-—perhaps I have not, but I helieve
T have—one single convietion would lead to
the cancellation of a man’s license. 1 ask
the Minister to give attention to that point
and aseertain whether I have wrongly inter-
preted the Bill. In any ecourt of law con-
sideration is given to first offenders, Not
so under this measure. Many things may
happen over which the milk vendor would
have no control, but at the same time he
would be liable to prosecution, and under the
Bill he could have his husiness wiped out
merely at the will of the board. The penal-
ties provided shounld be a sufficient deterrent,
and therefore the power to the board to
revoke licenses should not be permitted,
Something might ocenr over which the ven-
dor has no personal control, desirous though
he may be to conform with the requirements
of the board. Something happens, and he
is convieted, and away goes not only his
license hut also his livehhood.

Mr. Cross: And there is no appeal there.

Mr. NEEDHAM: That is so. That is a
feature of the Bill which T am endeavouring
to stress. I referred a moment ago to the
justice of allowing a man to whom a trans-
fer of license was refused the right of
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appeal, just as that right is granted to a
man who is refused n liccnse. In the matter
of the revocation of licenses, the pravision
should be amended by allowing a vendor, on
a first conviction, to appeal to the Minister
before the board actually cancel his license
and thus eripple him in bis means of earn-
ing a livelihood. Portion of the measure
deals with fixing a maximam priee for milk,
but ne mention is made of a minimum price,
and therein I see a danger. The main theme
of the Minister's speech was the need for
quality; to secure quality was the ambition
of the Gavernment and the board, but unless
provision is made for the fixing of a mini-
mum price, the guality of milk will not he
maintained. Members ape aware that a
-eertain amount of competition exists, and
sometimes the quality of the milk s not of
the hest. I suggest that, in order to reach
the goal that the Minister and the board
have in view, namely to sell only the purest
wilk, attention should be given to the cues-
tion of (ixing a minimum as well as a maxi-
mum price. Naturally one has to look at the
question of expenditure. The Aet empowers
the hoard to colleet contributions towards
the expenditure of the board, and Regulation
No., 76 of Part XIIL. provides, inter alia—
In or prior to every vear of assessment the
Laard shall prepare an estimate of expenditure
ta Le incurred by it during the year of assess-
ment in 1he administrafion of the Act and in
carrving ont its duties and funetions, and an
estimate of the income available to meet such
expenditure whieh it antieipates that it will
derive from sources other than centributions
for licenses under this part of the regulations,
and shall deduet the amount thereof from the
estimated expenditure. The balance remaining
shall be the expenditwre towards which the
hoard may collect contributions from licensees

under Seetion 26A of the Metropolitan Whole
Milk Aet, 1532-33.

Neither the Act nor the regulation gives the
board any power to accumnlate funds; yet
on perusing the balance sheet for the year
ended 30th June, 1935, I find that the acen-
-mulation account now stands at £3,262 11s.
9d., of which sum the amount of £1,819 7s,
7d. represents the excesy of income over ex-
penditure for the vear. T suggest that there
is no nced for such an accomulation of
funds, and that an opportunity is presented
to veduce the fees chargeable. The cost of
milk sampling and analysis is shown as
£448 5s. 9d. While this work has been done
and is still being done by the health inspec-
torg attached to the various local authorities,
this expenditure is unwarranted. Thus there
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are two instanees of overlapping. In the
first place there is the double system of in-
spection, under which the board appoint
their own inspectors, though there are com-
petent inspectors under the Health Aect, and
then there is the work of sampling being
done by the inspectors attached to local
authorities. Why the need for this charge
against the find?  There is another section
of the commumity very much interested in
tite milk distribuiion—the shopkeepers in the
metropolitan area. There are a great num-
her of those people who have permission
from the Milk Board to sell milk. Those
people are licensed, but to & certain extent
¥ think they are being imposed upon hy the
double charge which is levied, It is sug-
gosted that all shops complying with the
health regulations shonld be given a license
to sell whole milk without having to pay two
fees, which has inflicted a havdship on eiti-
zens of the State who have the inalienable
right to engage in business. The license fee
of 3s. should be paid to one authority. It
15 obviously ineqgnitable that two charges
should be exacted for the same service. If
those people are entitled to sell milk, it is
assumed that their premises are suitable for
the sale of milk, that the conditions are
hyeienie and every regulation is being com-
plied with. Therefore T fail to see why
they should have to pay a double fee nf Hs.
to two different authorifies. The Whole
Milk Board and the IRealth Department
have hoth agreed that the premises are suif-
able. Therefore why not have one fee and
be done with it? There is another matter
to which I should like to refer. There are
on the board two representatives of the
consumers, and two of the dairvmen, with
an independent chairman. 1 think this is
a hoard that could well afford to have a
woman as one of the consumers’ representa-
tives. Milk is a staple article of diet and
who knows more of such n subject than a
woman? Women are to-day members of
many boards, not only in Australia but in
other parts of the world, and this is the
tvpe of hoard on which a woman eould ren-
der useful rervice in assisting to eontrol the
supply of a staple artiele of food and ensure
that only the hest quality is supplied under
the very hest conditions. YWhen the Bill is
in Committee an amendment will he maved
in this direction and T trust it will receive
support. T regret that the Minister, when
introducing the Bill, did not indicate that
it was o he a permanent measure. With
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all its faunlts, I should have preferred fo sce
the Bill to control the milk indnstry made
permanent, instead of its having to be re-
enacted next vear. In this respect I agree
heartily with the member for Irwin-Moore
who renlised that the legislation when first
brought in was purely experimental so far
as the State was concerned. The hon. wem-
her worked very bard in irving to bring
about this control. Tt has been beneficial
to the consumers, and it certainly has been
the salvation of the dairving industry. Now,
after threc years, we should be ahle to say
that we will eontinue to control the industry.
Unfortunately, we find the Bill before us is
again 4 temporary measure, but T am hop-
ing that it will be possible to make it per-
manent. | support the seeond reading and
hope that in Committee some of the anoma-
lies to which T have referred will e re-
maved,

MR. NORTH (Claremont) {3.50]: I
supporl the retnark- of the member for
Pert {(Mr. Neodham) with vegard to the
re-enactment of the 1ill. 1 inlend to speak
chieftv for the retailers, who have pointed
ont that the existing eoniracts have a ten-
deney fo lower the quality of the milk, That
contention has been bhefore the Minister. A
retailer’s views concerning the adminisira-
tion of the Whole Milk Board might be
quoted. Mo states—

The existence of contracts has @ tendency to
lower the quality of the product supplied to the
consumer, since the producer knows full well
that the Health and Pure Foods Acts permit
him te furnish milk of a 3.2 standard only,
Provious to sthe enforecment of contracts by the
Whole Milk Bead, the porchaser was in a
position, where he could refuse to aceept a
low-standard mitk, and was thereby at liberty
to seeck a higher grade milk in another market
at the moment when the producer attempted to
substitute a product of inferior quality, This
meant that in order to keep the trade, the pro-
dacers were compelled to cull their herds
periodically to ensure the maintenance of high-
grade milk.

That is the argument of the retailers. Of
course I do not suggest for a moment that
the Bill we are now discus<ing will he per-
fect: I suppose that vear after vear we shall
go on trying to improve the situation for
all eoncerned. The hoard having insisted
on the eontract system, it is eontended by
the retailers that that is having the effeet
of lowering the standard of the milk sup-
pliet. That is not admitited, but I have
heen advised to look into the statements
made by the Chief Inspector of Health for
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the Perth City Council, and also the officer
holding a similar position in the munici-
pality of Subiaco. Both those officers have
made public staiements definitely that the
milk supplied to the public sinee the board
came into existence is of a lower grade.
Whether that is right or wrong I am not
able to say, but I pass on ithose contentions
te the Minister. I fully appreeiate the ob-
Jective of the measure, but very naturally
the retailers sre drawing attention to the
weaknesses. I do not propose lo deal with
the cost of administration, hut on the ques-
tion of fecs it has been suggested to me that
the hoard might function by assessing the
net profits of the industry and not the
gross.  That contenlion would npot be
made so strongly if the retailers had a voice
on the board, and in this direction I hope
the member for Perth will sueceed in his
amendment to give them representation on
the board. The question of assessing the
costs of the hoard from net profits and not
the gross takings would then reccive con-
sideration. I ean myself give an instance
of the effects of the hoard npon a partienlar
retailer. That gentleman has pointed out
that the eosts of the board have added £737
to his liabilities over a period of 12 months.
That is a pretty stiff smack.

The Minister for Agriculture: That does
not prove his case.

Mr. NORTH: I may be wrong, but it
seems to me that there is a certain amount
of plensure amongst the representatives of
the producers that the other fellow has been
tickled up. I am sure that is not what any-
one desires. We want every section of the
industry to carry on, and if it is true that
the retailers, before the cxistence of the
board, were making a do of it, and the pro-
ducers were down and out, that iz no reason
for any attempt to penalise the retailers.
I am sure that the JMinister's desirve is that
every party shall have a fair veturn. I am
quoting only the information I have received
from ihe retailers, and of course if it can
be broken down, then it will be all right. I
have a summary of what the retailing sec-
tion of the industry desire and I put it for-
ward. In the first place it is desired that
the board shall not have political influence
in its appointment. Secondly, the appoint-
ment of the chairman should follow the pro-
cedure adopted hy local governing bedies.
Thirdly, all =ections of the industry should
be represented. Next the board should be
placed under the Commissioner of Publie
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Ilealth, and that there should be no dupli-
cation of duties. That contention is very
pointed because anyone who studies the
existing Health Aet will see the great
powers possessed by the Commissioner of
Health. The Whole Milk Act duplicates cer-
tain functions regarding the checking of
milk, and from the advice T have had I
should imagine that it was desired that the
powers of the Commissioner of Health
should remain. Therefore I support the con-
tention of the member for Perth, who pointed
out ihat we have the loeal bodies acting
through the Commissioner of Health,
and that his agents are doing the work
whieh is also being done by officers
of the hoard. It is urged that the
board’s officers who are doing the work
are not qualified inspectors. I am not cer-
tain whether that is correet or not. It is
also contended that the officers of the
board should conduet their own prosecu-
tions, The object of that, of course, is
to avoid expense. Two glaring instances
have been quoted where heavy fees were
charged, and so on. Apart from these ex-
pressions of opinion of the retailers, I
have u letter from Mr. Chantler of
Mabel-street, North Perth, who may be
known to the Minister. Since I understand
that many members have had copies of this
letter T will not elaborate on it, but I do
wish to point out that, according to the
writer of this letter, the operations of the
board have resulted in a definite gain to
the produeers of about £30,000 a year in
cash. And this gentleman suggests that

the £30,000 has come out of the pockets
of the retailers.

Mr. Cross: There is no doubt about that.

Mr. NORTH: It is not only in Western
Australia that this wrangle is going on, I
have information from Great Britain about
the milk board there. There the same com-
plaint is being put up, namely that the pub-
lie, other than the richer section, have not
sufficient money in their pockets to buy
enough milk, that a lot of people want
milk and ecannot get it, and that tinned
milk is being sold in large quantities. There,
it seems, the retailers are being stung. So
there is certainly a fly in the oiniment
romewhere. The Bill will do a lot of good
in bringing the facts before the publie as
to what is wrong at the root of the prob-
lem. In an article which I read it was
stated that under the new health investi-
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gations in England it would be neeessary to
gpend £200,000,000 per annum more in
foodstoffs than is now being spent to enable
the people to buy sufficient requisites such
as wmtlk, It is elear that there is a short-
age somewhere. I agree that the Minister
bere bas done wonderfully good work in
belping to put the industry on iis feet. Of
course there must be something in the con-
tention that the retailers are not getting
a fair deal. I am sure thc House is de-
termined that in the long run correct action
shall be taken to find out where really the
trouble is. Perbaps it is something daep
in our economic system which, as members
know, iz to be investigated by the Federal
Royal Commission on Banking.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Are not they get-
ting 1s. 3d. per gallon?

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Your friends ave
getting well over their value now.

Mr. NORTH: T am afraid it is not so.
When Mr. Harry Mann was a member of
the Assembly we had an investigation into
the cost of living. The cquestion of fruit
cropped up, and it was found that theve
were in the city of Perth 70 or 80 retailers
of fruit within a few paces of each other.
Tt was obvious that the retailers added tre-
mendous costs, seemingly far too high. If
people were prepared to do the whole of
their purchasing at some central market and
relinquish the convenience of having mili
delivered at their doors, those costs could
be materially reduced. Bui presumably it
must be eheaper to the community to have
this duplicating of service instead of people
going out to bring in what they want, be-
cause then the eustomer can use his time to
better advantage. T know it rankles in one's
mind that the retailers always get the best
nf the deal. But distribution is a tremen-
dously big thing as compared with proedue-
tion, and although personally I am con-
vinced that there is a deeper root trouble
in this matter, and although consumers are
gotting their nilk at a reasonable price—
I do not sav the quality of the milk is per-
fect, but the contention is now being male
that it is at least quite satisfactory—I say
the shoe is pinehing somewhere. In my dis-
trict not sufficient milk is being consumed.
Many homes go without it, and a lot more
conspme tinned milk. I am sure it ~hould
be possihle for this House to zet together
all scetions of the community and see that
provisions are made, legislative or otherwise,
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for action to be taken to the end that the
full supply of milk demanded by the public
is produced, distributed and sold, and an
one the loser. T do not think the Bill—al-
thongh T will support it—is gzoing to solve
the root trouble whieh i« ar the bottom of
this and many other indu~trial difficulties.

Mr. McDONALD (West Perth} [6.6]: I
will support the Bill even though some of
its provisions do not conmend themselves
to other members. The member for Perth
{(Mz, Needbam) has given the House the
henefit of his views on the Bill, and I think
2 lot of consideration should he given teo
his remarks, Fundamentally the Bill is one
to stabilise the produeing indostry. We
have to remember that in diseussing it
the first requirement is to ensure that the
producer gets such an ameount from his pro-
duets that he can reasonably econtinue to
carry on his business. Retailing and storage
are enterprises whieh are built on the stabil-
ity of the produeers’ business. The measure
hrought dewn in 1932 hy the member for
Irwin-Moore (Hon. P. 1. Ferguson) was
an experiment in the form ol State social-
ism, and is a measure which I think every-
hody las watched with a greal deal of in-
terest and with the hope that it would meet
with suceesz. Tt has met with a good deal
of suceess, and the board should be com-
mended For the success which has attended
their efforts in putting tforward an experi-
mental proeedure and one which adversely
affects a number of people. T do not pro-
1rose to sugmest that there should be an clee-
tion of the board, something like a loeal
authority’s eclection, for it is clear that the
chairman requires to have a certain tenure
of oftice so that there may be continuity and
consisteney in the administration; but
I should like to see care used by
the Minister and hy the board to ensure that
the administrative costs do not rise too high.
Already we understand that the hoard are
taking in a revenne of £7,200, and in all
matters of this kind wheve there is an ad-
ministrative board the danger is that by
means of the hoard the increase in eost will
be constantly built up with, of course an
inereasing burden on the industry. I am
sure the board will bear that in mind, and
it is a matter to whieh the Minister in
particular and the House must give atten-
tion, if the administration of ihe hoard is
to he kept within reasonable limits, T sup-
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port the representation of the retailer pro-
pounded by the member for Perth. After
all, as tlhie member for Claremont pointed
out, if the producers are getting £30,000 more
and the consumers have paid the same for
their products, presmmably it has come out
of the pockets of the refailers. In a mat-
ter of this kind it seems not only desirable,
but positively an aet of justice that the ve-
tailers should have a voice in the coutrolling
board, and I venture to hope thar the
amendment alluded to by the member for
Perth will be carried. After the retailers’
representative will have had a period of a
year or two on the hoard, and so will have
seen the working of the board from the
board’s point of view instead of as now
from outside, it may be possible {o bring
down a measure which may prove to be more
workable than fhe present one.

Mr. McLarty: Alrendy they have a rve-
tailer on the hoard.

Mr. MeDONALD: I understaud there is
no representative of fhe retailers on the
board. T have already said that the pri-
mary object of the legislation is to ensure
fair treatment to producers and T say that
this is the fundamental basis of the whole
measure. But we must not lose sight of
fair treatment for other members of the in-
dustry. It is no more than fair to allow
the retailer one representative on the hoard,
and I eannot see that it will make any dif-
ference to the cost or to the eonduct of
operations, When the Bill comes up for
revision it may be possible to revise it so as
te make it vather more workable. There is
a certain rigidity about the scheme at pre-
sent in point of the gqnota. A man has a
gertain guota, and althongh he may he pro-
ducing a far better product than other peo-
ple are producing in the industry, he is re-
stricted by the size of his quota. Within
the limit of the object which the quota sys-
tem is meant to attain, T hope that possibly
something ¢an be done in the way of elas-
tieity which will ensure that a man produe-
ing the highest quality product may be able
to get some advantage from that.

The Minister for Agriculture: Some of
them would not agree.

Mr. McDONALD: Every consumer knows
that the milk of one producer is not of the
same quality as that of another. There are
very strong feelings amongst the consumers
as to the difference in guality between vari-
ons supplies. T intend to move that one of
the consumers’ representatives shall bhe a
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woman. 1 do nolt intend to diseuss
the point at length now; the time for ad-
vaneing any reasons in support of placing
a woman in an organisation of this kind
bas long sinee passed; in faet, we are far
behind other countries, especially of Europe,
in using the influence of women in the social
structure. The office of representative of
the consumers is essentially one of those
positions which a woman ean fulfil in a way
perhaps that would be beyond a man., I
hope the House will acecept that amendment
when T move it at a later siage.

Stlting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[7.30]: I support the Bill. I was pleased
to hear the Minister speaking in sueh ap-
preciative terms of the work of the board.
He quoted figures to show that the produe-
ers had henefited as a result of its activi-
ties, and indicated that all sections engaged
in the industry had nlso benefited, the pro-
ducers, the consumers and the distributors.
The Minister also said he had given close
attention to the views and requests of all
intevested in the industry, and that the Bill
was the result of a considerable amount of
careful thought. There is no doubt the
Minister has given considerable thought to
the whole position, and that he brought
down the Bill only after giving it a great
deal of consideration. T should have liked
the Minister to give the board greater
powers than the Bill proposes to do. With
these control measures the boards con-
cerned must have sufficient power in order
to meet the position. If they have insuffi-
clent power it is likely to lead to chaos in
the industry econcerned. I realise the
Minister must be cautious, and that he conld
not take any very drastic steps. If we are
to eontrol the milk industry as it should be
controlied, the board mus{ be given ample
power. The hoard have had a difficult task
to carry ount. I congratolate them on the
suceessful manner in which they have dis-
charged their duties and aceomplished their
tasks. I agree with the member for Irwin-
Moore that one of the diffieulties the hoard
have had fo contend with is that they exist
only from year to year. This short life pre-
vents the hoard from formulating a poliey
and potting it into operation. If the life
of the board were exstended it would go a
long way to prevent the propaganda that
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is now going on against them, It would
also prevent a great deal of unrest from
which the industry suffers to-day. [ was
particularly pleased to hear several mem-
bers express the hope that the life of this
Board would he extended. We have passed
the stage when we can call this experimental
legislation. It has been in operation for
the past two years.

Mr. Cross: It is not satisfactory yet.

Mr. McLARTY: I do not suppose it
could sati-fy everybody, but I do think
it would give more satisfaction if the hoard
had a longer lease of life so that a policy
could be formulated and worked to. The
Minister pointed out that whole milk boards
are now established in great cities where
they have become permanent institutions.
In London recently a vote was taken as to
whether the whole milk board should con-
tinue or not, and the voting by an over-
whelming majority was in favour of its
continuance. The milk hoard there has be-
come a permanent institution. By ereating
these boards most couniries have acknow-
ledged that milk is the principal and most
important article of diet. The board already
has power in this State to find out what is
being done with the whole miik that comes
into the metropolitan area. This power is
insufficient, They should be able to prevent
what is known as surplus milk from eoming
into the area. This is a eonstant source of
danger and is most difficult to police. It is
this milk that makes it se difficult for the
board to maintain the fixed price. If extra
milk is required the Act provides thar it
shall be paid for as accommodation milk, It
is a little more expensive than the ordinary
quota milk. I am afraid very little if any
of this milk is being paid for. So long as
surplus milk is allowed into the metropoli-
tan area there will be no such thing as ac-
commodation milk. Surplus milk should
never be allowed to eome in without the
anthority of the board, and then only if
they arc satisfied as fto the purpose for
which it will be nsed. In some respects the
producers are to blame for a considerable
amount of the surplus milk that comes into
the metropolitan area. A man may have a
quota of 20 gallons and may be producing
25 gallons, and the difference comes in as
surplus milk to be separated. If the pro-
ducers studied their own inlerests they
would separate this milk themselves, and
thus help to stabilise the price of whole
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milk. The board should control all inilk
that comes into the area. I would go so far
as to fix the prive for goldtivids milk. That
would 4o no harm to the consumers there,
but would be to their advantage. They
would uiso be assurcd of a better milk sup-
ply, and" I do not think they would
have fo pay any more for it. It would do
awagy with the situation we find ol people
buying milk both for the metropolitan area
amd the goldfields, TFhe same producers
supply the same peopie, and it must be
very diffienlt to aseertain which wilk is
heing used for the metropolitan area and
which for the goldfields. I{ the board
could get control of this milk and fix the
price of it as they do for meiropolitan milk,
it would go a long way towards stabilising
the industry. I would like the Minister
to take that aspect of the question into
consideration. I understand the beard
would have power to fix the price of milk
used in the manufacture of ice eream. I
agree with that. People who supply milk
for this purpose should really take out a
separate license. They are not supplying
what we term whole milk, such as is used
by the ordinary consumer. A separate
license should be provided for those who
supply it for ice eream. The diffieulty is
that the amount required varies aceord-
ing to seasonal conditions. There is another
serious dilficulty. We ave importing powd-
ered milk from the Xastern States. I
should like to know whether it is possible
to amend the Health Act to guard against
the importation of that ecomumedity, and to
insist upon the use of local whole milk.
in the manufacture of ice ecream. Powdered

milk  comes Tfrom the Tastern States
because it is cheaper than fresh milk,

althongh it is acting detrimentally  to
our industry. I shonld like the Minster
when replying to say whether anything can
be done to ensure that a greater amount of
whele milk shall be consumed in the metrn-
politan area. IE he can do that he will he
daing the industiy a considerable turn.

Mr. Hegney: What about powdered milk
in those places where fresh milk is not
available?

Me. ML ARTY: That would not affect
the metropelitan area.

“Mr. Cross: Not much of it is used there.

Mr. MeLARTY: Probably more would
he uzed if the board decided to fix the price
of wilk uvsed for the manutacture ol ice
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eream. Powdered milk is one of the things
we have to guard against. This evening
several members discussed the question of
dual eontrol between the health inspectors
and the board inspectors. I should like the
Minister to clarify that position. I under-
stand the Bill will do something to mini-
mise the trouble. In the past this dual
control has created a considerable amount
of irritation. In the Harvey district one
producer on one day was visited by the
local health inspector, the milk board in-
spector, and an officer of the Agricultural
Department, because he was sending second
grade cream to the factory. That is an
unnecessary expense. I should like the
Minister to say that the Bill will do away
with the dual eontrol, and that one inspec-
tor shall he sufficient to cover the ground
in a given district. Tt is suggested to me
that the Aect provides that the board may
carry on propaganda to encourage the con-
sumption of milk. T hope that 15 so. It
should be an important part of their duties
to encourage the consumption of milk by
propaganda and general advertising. The
milk boards in London and Sydney carry
on an extensive amount of propaganda.
Only two or three days ago I saw in one of
the Sydney papers large advertisements
pointing out the advantages of whole milk,
One advertisement represented s prominent
athlete as deelaring that his success had been
brought about by the great quantities of
milk he drank. It all has an effeet, and
certainly our board could go in for more
propaganda and advertising in order to
bring about a greater consumption of milk.
As I have said hefore, T would like to sec
a hoard controlling the whole of the dairy-
ing industry. We have at present a Butter
Board, and there is talk of a. Cheese Board,
and of course we have the Milk Board oper-
ating. The time is opportune for one hoard
to control the entire industry. That would
ohviate a great deal of expense, and would
be in the interests of the producer. Now
I shonld like to reply to some statements
made by hon. members prior to the tea ad-
journment. The member for Claremont
(Mr. North) was telling us about the hard-
ships imposed on those engaged in the dis-
tributing side. I have every sympathy for
those on the distributing side, and want to
do the fair thing by them; hut the hon. mem-
ber is mistaken in saying that thev have the
hard part of it. T am perfeeily certain that
if the hon. member got ount in some of the
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dairving districts, he would speedily change
his views. Fe said something about the dis-
tributor or vendor getting ls. 3d. out of the
deal—that the price per gallon was 2s. 4d.
and that the retailer received 1s. 3d. It
scems wrong that out of a price of 2s. 4d.
the producer should reecive only l1s. 1ld—
less than 50 per cent. I wonld take a great
deal of convineing that it is not wrong that
the producer should receive less than 50 per
cent. of the total price at which bis com-
modity is sold. There is a spread of 1s. 34,
hetween the producer and the consumer, and
I do not think that eap be justified. In re-
ply to a question I asked some time ago, the
Minister stated that there +were about
500 prodneers engaged in the industry to-
day, and 1,100 men on the distributing side.
Those figures indicate clearly that there is
something wrong. It is another grave
problem for the board to tackle. The mem-
her for Perth (Mr, Needham), and I think
the members for West Perth (Mr. McDon-
ald) and Claremont {Mr. North) as well,
before tea put up a plea for representa-
tion of refailers on the board. I interjected
that the retailers already have such repre-
sentation.

Ministerial Members: No.

Mr. MeLARTY : T still say so.

Mr. Cross: Where is that representative?

My, MeLARTY: The first representative
on the hoard, Mr. Graves, was a producer-
retailer. ITe was sneceeded by the late Mr.
Kinsella, who was also a producer-retailer.
The present representative is also interested
on the retail side. So that the retailers have
not heen abseolutely without representation.

Mr. Cross: Those men were clected by
the producers.

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes, but thev are pro-
ducer-retailers. The retail side is an -
portanf part of their business. I am per-
Eectly certain that those three gentlemen
have given every consideration fo any re-
quests put before them by the retailers.
Again, take the consumers’ representatives.
First there was Mr. Curtin, and Mr, Gib-
son. Mr. Curtin had to resign, and was
succeeded by Mr. Davis. There is not the
least doubt that those gentlemen would be
ready at all fimes to meet retailers and dis-
cuss their position with them. So when hon.
members claim that the retailers have been
entirely neglected, and that their views have
not been placed before the board—well, it is
not a statement of fact.

My, MceDonald: But that was not said.
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Mr. McLARTY : The retailers have had
represenfiation on the hoard, and I feel cer-
tain that their case has been fully put.

Mr. Cross: Why are you afraid of a direct
representative of retailers?

Mr. MeLARTY: I am not afraid.

Mr. Cross: Then why oppose it?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt is against your
policy, anvhow,

Mr. McLARTY : There is no necessity for
it. :
Mr. Cross: An additional man would not
make the board unwieldy,

Mr. McLARTY : Al sorts of people would
be wanting addifions to the board. Mention
has been made of the board’s cost of ad-
ministration. The member for Perth com-
mented on the excessive costliness of the
hoard, but the costs in this case compare
favourably with the costs of other boards.
The member for West Perth and the mem-
ber for Canning have been advoeating that
a woman should be placed on the hoard as
consumers’ representative.

Mr. Cross: 1s there anything wrong with

that?

Mr. MeLARTY: No. I am not opposed to
the appointment of a woman to the board,
and I think the Minister for Agriculture
has power to appoint a woman if he wishes
to do so. Indeed, I believe he counld ap-
point two women if he wanted to. So far
as I am congerned, I would not offer the
least objection. XNow I wish fo ask the
Miunister what he intends to do with the
commpensation funds which are aceumulat-
ing. There is an amount of nearly £2,000
in the dairymen’s compensation fund now.
I would like to know what is going to be
done with that money. Those engaged in
the industry wounld like to know also. I
would be very grateful for the information.
My intention is to support some of the
amendments to be moved in the Bill, parti-
eularly the one lengthening the life of the
board. I shall also support some amend-
ments foreshadowed by the member for
Irwin-Moore (Hon. P. D. Ferguson). 1
eommend the Minister for the manner in
which he introduced the Bill, and for the
enthusiasm he has shown towards the in-
dustry. I feel that even-although the Bill
is not all I shounld desire, it will heip the
industry generally.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Xeison) {7.53]: On
this Bill T do not propose to dwell at great

“truth
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length. 1Iu speaking I ay perhaps give
offence to some of my friends on this side
of the Chamber. It will be recalled that T
accepted the measure with faint praise at
the very inception. Reading through the
amendments already tforeshudowed—con-
taining almost the whole of the legislation
on the subjeet—I[ am wondering whether
there is any justifieation for the measure.
I desire to pay a tribute to the members
of the hoard, wha have earried out their
doty in accordance with the statute. In
fact, they have had a rotten duty te per-
form. T stated at the time that imaginary
lines were heing drawn between producers,
and that from this faet dissatisfaction
would result. T foretold that there would
be differentiation in every direection. The
of that forecast is proved by the
amendments of which notice has heen given.
No matter what may be said by the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington (Mr, MelLarty),
who is president of the butter producers.
or by the member for Irwin-Maore (Ilon.
P. D. Ferguson), from the aspe-t of orderly
marketing the Bill falls a long way below
expectations. Would it net he hetter to
come out into the open and say, **We have
forgotten our principles, and therefore we
fall back on the Labour Party’'s poliey of
nationalisation’*? Is there any justifiea-
tion for two sets of producers as proposed
by the Bill? T say definitely there is not
any. If [ asked my friends sitting beside
me to vote with me for eontrol of the price
of fish, which anyone may catch and sell,
or the price of rabbits, there wonld be
screams {rom all quarters. That shows the
degree of sincevify animating the subject.
Because the member for Murray-Welling-
ton has something which producers are not
in love with, other people say, ““We will
give them complete control through an Act.
We will place in the hands of the hoard
the caxe where Brockman has been supply-
ing milk, and Smith on the other side of the
fenee has had to provide hutter fat at 41d.
per gallon less.” Because the South-West
Butter Company paid 1s. 1¥%6d. and Nestle's
milk factory did not give 4%d. ahove that
price, a strike was to he deelared. The Minis-
ter is voung and unsophisticated, and to mv
mind his Bill is ill-canceived, T spoke against
it in the first instance. To discriminate be-
tween seetions of primary production
is impossible.  Producers ecannot he
placed  in different  price-categories
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in accordance with an imaginary line. And
s0 the whole thing is a failnre. The Milk
Board has been taken to court, and there
have been appeals. Aeccording to certain
people, the metropolitan area could supply
the whole of the city requivements in the
way of milk to-day.

Mr. Cross: Of course it could.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Then people living
in the country areas would have to aceept
4%d. per gallon less for their milk. The
member for Muwrray-Wellington says they
could go a little farther afield. Beeause some
of the producers are in the country areas
and are supplying whole milk, we in our
foolishness—not in our wisdom—allowed a
Rill of this deseription to be placed on the
statute-book. Now the amendments the Min-
ister has suggested indicate that practically
the whole of the seetions of the Act are to
be altered. Some members say that we must
have orderly marketing. T do not stand for
that, and 1 cannot conceive how it could
be brought about. In my opinion, the only
way in which success can be secured for
those in the industry is to permit open trad-
ing. Now we have a board in existence con-
trolling the whole milk industry. We have
# very fine chairman, and the board have
Jdone their job in accordance with the Act.
As a result of their experience, they re-
qaire certain amendments. The very faet
that so wany amendments can be suggested
shows what 2 failure the whole business has
heen.
very carefully. It has heen suggested by
the member for Perth {Ar. Needham) and
the member for West Perth (Mr. McDon-
ald) that a lady should be appointed to the
Metropolitan Whole Milk Board. I am not
afraid of the womenfolk, but I claim that
the beoard as it is constituted is quite all
right. Tt has been said that the retailers
should have repre§entntjon. In my opinion,
the people who c¢ount should be appointed
to the bhoard, and they are those who do the
work; the board should be representative of
the majority of the prodaeers. I have always
had the courage of my convictions. If some
members advocate orderly marketing, why
do not they zo the whole hog and make it
apply to all sections, not to one seection? If
we are to have that, it shonld apply to the
whole of the producers, irrespective of
whether they are in the South-West, in the
castern districts, or wherever they may he
aperating. Tf it were to have general appli-
cation, there would be some justification for

We should consider the amendments
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such a soggestion. On the other hand,
why should Parliament legislate so to
differentiate  between sections of pro-
ducers? Why should one seckion receive
414d. more for their product than those en-
gaged in producing the same commodity but
happen to he operating on the other side
of an imaginary line. This legislation is
altogether wrong. The Minister iold us he
had met representatives of every section of
the trade. That is not so. He did nof meet
one section, the representatives of which
would have said to him, “If you are going
to effect the nationalisation of the milk in-
dustry, then we ask yon to fix a price for
us, just as yon have fixed it for ofher
favoured people.”

Mr. Hegney: This is not nationalisation.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : No, and I wondered
why you supporied it. If we are going to
do this sort of thing, would it not he better
to have boards dealing with everything so
that every activity would be under Minis-
terial econtrol? Why have a board dealing
with milk, another board dealing with but-
ter, and still another dealing with cheese.
Why not have, as the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. MeLarty) said, one board
controlling the whole of the dairying in-
dustry, That is what this advoeacy boils
itself down to. Do my friends on the Op-
position side know what they are talking
about? They have held up their hands in
haly horror when there has been a Sugges-
tion for the nationalisation of any industry.
Notwithstanding that, that is what they seem
to be advoeating. T have never advocated
anything of the sort, and will never stand
for it

Mr. Marshall: Then sit down.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Let there be the sur-
vival of the fittest, and let the industry
stand on its own basis. I shall reserve to
myself the right to decide which amend-
ments I shall suppert and which I shall ve-
Jeet. I shall voice my opinion, whether it
pleases or offends.

Mr. Hawke: You are much below form
to-night.

My, J. H. SMITH: At any rate, I shall
never agree with the views of the hon.
member,

MR. CROSS (Canning) (85]: I have
observed earefully the somewhat mixed re-
ceplion aecorded the Bill. I do not entirely
agree with all its provisions and, before it
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passes, I will sec to it that the producers
find out who are their friends.

Mr. Thorn: You are bluffing,

Mr. CROSS: I am nof.

Mr. Thoen: Of course you are.

Mr. CROSS: T will call the hon, mem-
ber’s bluff. The Bill proposes to perpetuate
the system of dual inspection. The pro-
ducers have to pay for that system., I will
see where the producers’ friends are when
it comes to attempting to wipe out that pro-
posal. I will see where the Country Party
members stand on that point.

Mr. Thorn: We know where we stand.

Mr. CROSS: The milk producers of the
metropolitan area have had a surfeit of dual
inspection and do not want it any longer.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Why did you not vote
agast it?

Mr, CROSS: When the amending Bill
was dealt with last time, I had something
to say about that partieular phase.

Mr., Thorn: You voted for it

My, CROSS: I have known instances in
which an inspector has gone from the
Health Department to inspect a dairy, which
he passed as satisfactory. Inside an hour,
an inspector from the Metropolitan Whole
Milk Board visiled the dairy and found a
host of things all wrong.

Mr. Thorn: Which inspector knew his
job?

Mr. CROSS: The qualified man was from
the Health Department, not from the Milk
Board.

Mr, McLarty: The Bill will do away with
that phase.

Mr, CROSS: Why should there be pro-
vision for two inspectors? It simply means
doubling the cost thai the industry has to
bear.

Mr. Melarty: But the Bill will get rid of
that.

Mr. CROSS: How will it do that?

Mr. Marshall: The provision is there.

Mr. CROSS: I have not seen it.

Mr. McLarty: Then you have not read
the Bill.

Mr, CRCSS: “The Rill gives the milk
board power to inspect dairies, but that is
unsatisfactory because the legislation can-
not have the effect of amending the Health
Act to do away with the dual inspection.
Any provision that will perpetuate the sys-
tem of dual inspection in the industry must
be regarded as highly unsatisfactory.

Mr. MeLarty: Clause 6 deals with that
matter.
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Mr, CROSS: I :hal have zomething to
say about Clause ¢ when it iz before uws in
Committee.

Mr. MeLarty: Why do vou not vead the
clause?

Mr. CROSS: There is annther provision
in the Bill that will represent a severe slash
at the producers. I refer to the attempt
that will he made o enable licenses to at-
tach to specified premises only. That will
mean that the dairymen will not have the
license, which will apply only to the jpre-
mises. The member for Derth (Mr. Need-
ham) pointed out how de‘rimeatally that
would affect the producers. Where do
Country Party members stand regarding
that matter?

Hon. C. G. Latham: They will be more
correct in their stand than vou will be.

Mr. CROSS: Will they be in opposition
to those who are the real producers?

Hon. €. 3. Latham: If you are one of
them, we will be

Hon. I’. D. Ferguson: So we are,

Mr. CROSS: If the premises only are to
be lcensed, it will mean that milk pro-
ducers in the metropolitan arca who rent
premises will not be able to szecure traus-
fers of the license In that event, how will
the landlords treat them? The landlords
will commence fleecing them right away. I
will divide the Committee on that question,
and we will find out where the Country
Party members stand.

My, Thorn: Don't keep on threatening us.

Mr. CROSS: Previous speakers have
made a statement, whiech I have heard else-
where, that the producers, as a result of
the activities of the board, veceived an ad-
ditional £30,800 out of the whole milk husi-
ness, and vet at the same time the opera-
tions of the board have not cost the con-
sumers one penny.,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Neither they have.

Mr, CROSS: Tf that is true, who pays
for the administrative costs of the board,
and who provided the £30,0007

Mr. Thorn: That shows youn do not know.

Mr. CROSS: If that money came from
the retailers, are members to persist in their
attitude that the one section of the 1rade
that found such 2 considerable sum of
money are not to be permitted to have one
represenfative on the board? If they do,
then I can oniy say that the amendment
suggested by the member for Perth, to give
that section representation on the board is
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a  demoeratic move. It is axiomatie of
British justice that there shonld not be
taxation without representation, and T am
hopeful that members will adopt a reason-
able view and give that section of the indus-
try at least one representative on the board.
How can we expect contentment to exist
among all sections of the industry, if one
section is not given a voice on the board?

Mr. Thorn: That £30,000 came from the
commodity that the producer prodnced,
namely, his milk.

Mr. CROSS: The truth of the matter is
that the £30,000 that the produeers got did
not come from the consumers because of
increased charges.

Mr. Thorn: You said that,

Mr. CROSS: If it did not come from the
consmmners, it must have come from the re-
tail section of the trade.

Mr. Thorn: It came from the milk.

Mr. CROSS: Some of the retailers have
gone out of husiness in the same way as
have some of the producers since the Met-
ropolitan Milk Board commenced opera-
tions.

Hon. (. G. Latham: They would all have
gone out but for the hoard.

Mr. CROSS: Let me remind members of
the reason why Britain lost the 19 American
States.

Members: Oh, Oh!

Mr. CROSS: Tt was no joke. Though it
was regarded in England as a joke at one
stage, it was not so regarded in the end.
Those States said that if thev were to be
required to pay one penny in the pound
tax on tea, they mwust be given a voice. They
were not given a voice. Do members recol-
leet what happened? Do they remember
what the diseontent led to? Do they remem-
her the story of the Boston tea party? I
do not anticipate similar trouble here, but
to get eontentment in the industry and lo
give fair play, the rvetailers should have ve-
presentation on the board.

Hon. . G, Latham: [ think we could do
without distributors.

Mr., CRORS: One additional represen-
tative on the hoard could not make that
hody unwieldy.

Mr. Thorn: They have one already and
von know if.

Mr. CROSS: They have not a direet re-
presentative. The hon. member might know
that, notwithstanding the changes that have
taken pliee n the mitk produetion busi-
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ness, of which mention has beer made, tlere
has been another change, and that has not
heen dealt with by the Bill. T do not kunow
what the board have been doing; I am un-
aware of their activities, but I do know that
certain wholesalers in the greater metro-
politan arca were a few months ago doing
certain things that were far from being
just and fair.  As a matter of fact, I
could obtain proof that one milk producer
who had a contract with a certain firm in
Perth was told first of all that he ecould
deliver his milk twice a day. Later he was
told to deliver the milk once a day, hut to
put it into separate cans and tmark the
wight milk and the morning milk. He did
so, and when a few days later he got his
aceount, he found that he was paid whole
milk prices for one lot of milk and butter
fat prices for the other lot, but the whole of
it was mixed together and sold to the publie
as whole milk. That is one way in which
the dairy farmer has becn fleeced in, the
motropelitan area.  Other practices have
been indulged in.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Did vou bring that
under the notice of the board?

Mr. CROSS: T brought it before the
House at the time, and T have an idea that
the board knew something aboub it, too.
Another prartice was being indulged in, but
it was very diffienlt to get proof. Producers
¢ould not obtain contracts unless they agreed
to deliver the milk and, when they received
their cheque, to hand back two or three
pounds in cash under the lap.

Mr. Thorn: Can you prove that?

Mr. CROSS: I cannot.

Mr. Thorn: Then you should not make
that sort of statement.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: You disprove it.

Mr. CROSS: T helieve the statement of
my informant. Sueh a practice was un-
just. I am anxious to ensure that that sor
of thing shall not be done. Judging by the
opposition shown by some members on the
cross henches, it wonld seem that the eoun-
try people were jealous of the metropolitan
producers. For vears past the metropolitan
producers have supplied the greater metro-
politan area, and there is a little difference
hetween the metropolitan producers and
iho<e in some of the country districts. This
is the difference: the men who have heen in
husiness in the greater metropolitan area
have never received one penny of assistance
from the Government, whereas the people
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who are now seeking to get their milk into
the metropolitan area are people who have
been spoon-fed hy the Uovernment for a
Jonz time.

Mr. MeLarty: Do not talk such rubbish,

Mr. CROSS: [t is not mbbish,

Mr. Lambert: Tt is true.

Mr. CROSS: Of course it is true. When
settlers were started in the Harvey district.
they were put there to produce butter far
and cheese, and the hon. member knows it.

Mr. McULarty: They had been in the in-
duastry for vears.

Mr., CROSS: They were not punt there
to supply the metropolitan area with milk.

Mr. MeLarty: They were there to supply
whom they liked.

Mr. CROSS: I know there are members
who say it is only a matter of time when the
producers in the metropelitan area wiil have
to drop out of the business. They will not
if T can help it. They have established
themsgelves without any assistance from the
Government, and I will do my best to keep
them in the industry.

My, MeLarty: Plenty of men ontside the
metropolitan area have done the same thing.

Mr. CROSS: I should like to see pro-
vision made that sny whole milk entering
the greater metropolitan area shall be paid
for at a fixed price. There should not be
two prices in Perth. It should not be pos-
sihle fo bring milk into the metropolitan
area and sell it for less than the fixed price.
L believe that it is possible to get milk'in
the metropolitan area to-day at less than
the fixed price. I make that statement be-
cause I know it ean be bought retail at less
than the fixed price, even in Victoria Park.
I admit that it is difficult to police the Act.
but I know that milk is being brought in
frem outside the greater metropolitan area
and I am afraid from some of those Gov-
ernment-assisted settlers, and that they are
attempting to eut the price. I hope that
in Committee we shall be able to make some
improvements to the Bill. I would have
liked to comment on the activities of the
board, but as certain prosecutions are pend-
ing, notwithstanding the privilege of Par-
liament, any diseussion might be construed
as being comment on those cases. No harm
would be done, T consider, if the strength
of the board were increazed by two mem-
bers. I suggest that the retailers he given
a direet representative, and the consumers,
instead of having two representatives, should
have three, one of whom should be a2 woman.
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I think that a board so constituted would
satisfy all seetions of the communmity. A
while ago 1 pointed ont thar a great change
was taking place in the industry. As a re-
sult of some of the practices to whieh I re-
ferved a few minutes azo, quite a number
of producers are seeking to become their
own retailers. I do not know the exact
number. One man told me a few days ago
that he considered there were 130 producer-
retailers at present. If there iz so large
a section of producer-retailers, their inter-
ests arc different from these of the pro-
ducers or the retailers. If that seetion in-
creases, I think it will be due to the fact
that wholesalers have not heen playing the
game. I hope that in Committee we shall
be able fo get some support from the Op-
position to give the retail section represen-
tation on the board. I shall support the
second reading. I believe in the milk board,
but I consider that at the present stage the
duration of the measure should not extend
over more than one year. Undoubtedly we
are still in the experimental stages. The
member for Murray-Wellington spoke of
similar legislation in England. I have had
considerable correspondence on the sabject,
and I assure the hon. member that while
the idea of a milk board is definitely ap-
proved there, just as it is here, a certain
amount of dissatisfaction exists and the
legislation there iz still regarded as being
in the experimental stage. I am anxious
to obtain the best results, first of all for the
producers and then for the consumers, and
T lelieve in giving a fair erack of the whip
to the retailers to ensure that they sceure
a reasonable living. By exereising reason-
ableness and insisting upon fair play for
all, justice could be done to the various in-
terests, but I am convineed that it would be
a considerable improvement for all seetions
if the hoard were made more representative.

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [8.28]: Un-
fortunately, I missed the earlier stage of
the debate, but I listened in vain for the
member for Nelson or the member for Can-
ning to point out to any great extent the
iniquities that would be perpetrated hy this
measure. We all know that previous to the
advent af that much-maligned body, the milk
board, conditions in the industry had De-
come chaotie, and because of that, those
people who had the hest interests of the
producers and consumers at heart got to-
wether and forniulated this lesislation. Ex-
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perience of tie operation of the measure, I
take it, has satisfied the Minister that there
are certain impertections which need to be
rectified. [t is remarkable that on every pos-
sible oceasion, the people whe were so clam-
ant to secure something in the way of ration-
ing or an orderly method of distributing the
product have availed themselves of the op-
portunity to contest the authority of the
board. They have not been actuated by what
has been suggested, though perhaps they
have been actuated by what took place at
the time. The member for Perth raised the
question of female representation for the
consumers. I too have heen approached on
this subject, and representations have been
made by several women’s organisations, At
the present time the consumers are admir-
ably served, but it seems that in the minds
of some, cfficacy can only be secured by hav-
ing a woman on the board te represent the
consumers. Whether that is so or not is for
the House to decide. The women’s organi-
sations consider that they should have a say,
and the plea they put forward is that women
are more naturally associated with the milk
question by their being housewives, and by
reason of the fact that this is one of the
matters that come entirely within their pur-
view. There is another very large body
concerned, though np to date no one has
raised any plea on their behalf. Strong
representations, however, have been made to
me on behalf of milk vendors, We have
heard a lot about retailers, bhut those re-
tailers are entirely different from the milk
vendors that I have im mind, those people
who ceeupy shops in the various suburbs
and who sell milk in those shops. They are
eompelled to contribute fo the extent of
£1 per annum, which inclndes compensation,
and they aver that they recally derive no
henefit whatever from this payment they
are compelled to make. Yet they are ob-
liged to make the payment to the compen-
sation fund. They contend that if there is
to be any alteration at all they foo should
receive consideration equal to that given to
other sections. The other point to which
I wish to refer is that made by the member
for Canning in regard to the licensing of
premises. A license is given to particnlar
premises, and I quite realise that the con-
tention would be advanced that, for instance,
a pig yard would not receive a license lo
vend milk. At the same time the licensing
of premises ean operate fo the detriment of
the people in the industry, The owner of
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the premises, unless there is a lease in exist-
ence between him and the tenant, ean estab-
lish his right te the use of those partieular
premises.

. Hon. C. G. Latham: You would not hand
it to the individual,

Mr, MOLONEY: So long as the premises
were suitable, and provided the conditions
were hygienie there shonld he no restrie-
tions to the vending of milk such as exist
now, two shops in this street or two shops
in the other.

Hon. C, G. Lathaw: I do not think there
is any restriction in the eity.

Mr. MOLONEY: There is. The hon.
member will find thai the method is that
certain specified places are given a license
and no matfer how fine a place ancther
individnal may have it does not necessar-
ily follow that he will get a license for
that place. The board may say that the
area in question is sufficiently well catered
for. I have perused the Bill, and as has
been painted out, it is largely a machin-
ery measure which c¢an be considered in
greater defail in Committee. Many of the
amendments that have heen suggested have
considerable merit. Regarding the parti-
cular instances to which I have referred,
notably the question of the shopkeepers
and the matter of the premises and repre-
sentation by a woman for the consumers,
I understand that amendments are to be
moved in Committee. I understand thai
the member for Perth intends to move in
the direction of the appointment of 2 wo-
man on the board, whilst with regard to the
shopkeepers, doubtless there are other
members equally desirous as myself of see-
ing that their interests are protecied. I
support the second reading of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon, F. J. 8. Wise—Gaseoyne—in raply)
[8.37]: Several memhers who have spoken on
the second reading have moentiomed that this
is a Committee Bill, and in taking that view
also, I do not intend at this juncture to
unduly delay the passage of the Bill, parti-
cularly as explanations now on some of the
peints raised will only mean reiterntion
later on. There are, however, one or two
points to which I should like specifically to
refer, particularly those raised by the mem-
ber for Canning. I find that there have
been many promises, indeed almost some
threats, but fortunately for me, not many
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requests. Tn briefly explaining one or two
points raised hy thar hon. member and others
I sheuld first like to deal with retailer re-
presentation. Tt has been stated at least
by one member that the retailers have re-
presentation, and I was surprised at the
quarter trom which support has arisen for
the retailer. In the first place one of the
producers’ representatives from No. 1 area
was Mr, (rose, who was a producer-
retailer and dairyman-vender. He was a
producer and a retailer of the commodity,
and on inquiry I fonnd from his fgures,
taking a typical month, June, 1934, he sold
wholesale 1,828 gallons of his own milk and
retailed 2,100 gallons, much of which was
purchased from other dairymen. His major
interest from all aspects was retailing. The
present producer-representative for the No,
1 area, Mr. Kinsella, is also a retailer. He
is a producer-representative in the term
of the appointment permitted under the
existing law. T find that Mr. Kinsella in
July of this year sold of his own produe-
tion 500 gallons of milk, and retailed 3,009
gallons. There is another point, and a very
vital one. In the No. 1 area there are 209
licensed dairymen, and 138 of these are
also retailers; almost a two to one major-
itv, and there is no chance of the producer-
representative of the No. 1 area being
elected from the vanks of the dairymen
only, as both classes could claim to have
representation. There is no denying that,
and T find on examining the position in
Australia and in other countries of the
world where similar legislation operates—
not only in England but in countries on
the Continent, places snech as Cazecho-
Slovakia—there has always been a
claim for the retailer, but not in
any instance thas the retailer been
given representation: and it will be
found on analysis that the interests of the
retailer are not identical with those who,
I claim, should have the major benefit from
legislation of this nature. Most of the mem-
bers who have been circularised will find
that many claims have been advanced by
the retailing section since the Bill was in-
troduced. and that some of those elaims will
not in any wav stand investization. The
member for Canning, with other members,
questioned whether the £30,000 which it is
elaimed the producers have reeeived since
the institution of the hoard came from the
retailers. In the end there is one person
who parxs, and it is the consumer. For the
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services rendered the retailer receives ade-
quate compenzation. When the position is
annlvsed we find that at the inception of
the board an average price of 10d. per gal-
lon was being received by the producer; buf
to-day that price is 1s. 1d. In “Hansard”
of 1032, page 2617, the Hon. W. J. Mann
quoted the faet that the producer received
§'4d, and in one case 7'4d. The Hou. H.
V. Piesse claimed that the producer was
mveraging only 7%, It is a remarkable
thing with legislation of this character that
amongst these on whom the greatest bene-
lits are conferred, in this instance the dairy-
men in the metropolitan area, we find the
greatest discord. There is reason for it be-
cause they have definitely received benefits
under this legislation, hut unfortunately the
rigorous inspection nesessary fo provide a
healthful eommodity for the consumers of
the city they claim not to be in their best
interests. The Bill, as I said, was designed
for the metropolitan producer and the con-
sumer, and in perpetuating this legislation
in the Bill now before the House the claim
can justly be substantiated that the posi-
tion has not altered in that respect. To
ene point raised by the member for Perth
I should like briefly to reply; that was his
claim that licenses ean be revoked, and are
revoked, on the first offence. What is the
faet, in actual practice? = After the pre-
mises and the eommodity have beeh thor-
oughly given the once-over, if it is found
that the commedity does not come ap to the
standard prescribed, the person concerned is
given due warning., It cannot for oune
moment be contended that the board has
taken drastic action without giving due
warning. In every instance any person
prosecuted has not only heen visited and
written to, and even had a registered lefter
sent him prior to the prosecution, but he has
given every henefit of helpful advice to per-
mit him to produce and supply the bhest
commodity possible. Many members pre-
sent to-night have paid a tribute to the work
of the board, mentioning the difficalties
under which the board have laboured. I
think all reasonable men in the Chamber
will agree that under the Bill which first
hecame the Act the board had a verv seri-
ous and difficalt job te perform. As most
of the points raised during the debate will
be raised again in Committee, T will not de-
lay the House any further at this stage.

Question put and passed.
Rill read a second time.
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BILL—MORTGAGEES’ RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M.
F. Trov—Mount Magnet—[8.47] in moving
the second reading said: The Bill provides
for the continuane: of this emergency legis-
lation for another year. That is the whole
purpose of the measure. The original Aet
provides that a mortgagee shall not be per-
mitted to enforce his remedy under a mort-
gage against the demand of the mortgagor
without the leave of a Supreme Court judge.
It also extends to the vendor of land under
2 contract of sale in the same way; that is
to say, a vendor of land under a contract of
sale cannot enforece his remedies under the
contract without the leave of a Supreme
Court judge. The Act contains also a pro-
hibition against a judgment creditor seizing
the property of the judgment debtor under
a warrant of execution. The Act lias been

in operation for several years.

Mr. Stubbs: And a jolly good Act it is, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
prineipal Aet does not relieve a mortgagor
from the obligation to pay his interest and,
if he does not pay, the mortgagee can still
sue him fo recover the ontstanding interest,
but he cannot enforee his rights against the
land. The mortgagee cannot sue to recover
the principal moneys, except by leave of a
Bupreme Court judge. If the Aet is not
continned as is proposed by the Bill, it will
mean that immediately the present Act ex-
pires all past instalments of principal
moneys will beecome due and payable, that
is to say, the money instalments not paid
during the past three years. I{ is possible
that instalments of principal money have
accrued up to some hundreds of pounds,
and immediately the existing Aet dies, un-
lesss some special provision is made, all that
money will become payable, and the un-
fortunate wmortgagor or purchaser will he
faced with the necessity to find a large sum
of money at short notice. From the 13th
August, 1934, to the 8th August, 1935, the
following applications were dealt with un-
der the Act:—

Applications granted . . 78

Applications refused . 2

Temporary orders (e.g., to enter into
possession and reccive rent and

profits) . .. 4
Applications ad]ourned SD .. 45
Applications pending .. .. 23
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It ix deemed necessavy that the Aet should
continue in operation for another year. I
move—

That the Rill be now read o second time.

On motion by Hon, C. (. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1935-38.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 22nd October
on the Treasurer’s Finaneial Statement, and
on the Annual Estimates: Mr. Sleeman in
the Chatr.

Department of Agriculture (Hon, F. J.
8. Wise, Minister).

Vote—Agriculture, £80,165:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—-(Gaseoyne} [8.51]: I
gives me pleasore to present these BEsti-
mates, and although it is my intention to
address the House at some length, I hope
membeys opposite and those privileged to
sit on this side will pardon me. The State’s
future and, in fact, its whole welfare is so
largely dependent upon agriculture that the
department earries great responsthilities;
not only a responsibility to the settlers eon-
cerned, the responsibility of tendering them
the best possible adviee, but under the Acts
controlling disease and agrieultural matters
generally coming directly under them, the
departinent has a zveat responsibility in-
deed. At the outset I should like to say it is
pleasing to note the inercase likely to obtain
in the price of wheat. The present figure is
almost a remunerative one, and when those
engaged in the wheatgrowing industry re-
ceive sufficient to compensate them for their
annual exertions and in some way te recom-
pense them for past gray days, no one will
begrudge it to them. I hope that wheat
will still go higher 'in price and act as a
stimulus to those engaged in the indusiry
who for some years have been producing
wheat at below cost. Our prospects a week
or two ago were very bad, and it was re-
markable the change that was brought about
by the very weleome rains, which were com-
paratively wide-spread. Althongh a very
serious position still chtains in a large pro-
portion of the wheatgrowing areas, the Go-
vernment are fully appreeiative of tha:
position. I think it was very noticcable on
the part of the newspapers of this State that
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they, in iheir moderation in presenting the
adverse side of the position, did not adopt
any view of panie, nor did they do anything
to create o paniv. That was very helpful
in the situation, and 1 hope that spirit will
continge. Y waut to advise the House that
over an area of almost 800,000 acres there
will be very little erop, and that in four
road board distriets with a total of 386,000
acrves the crops are seriously affected, and
therefore there is a total of over a million
acres badly affected with drought condi-
tions. Over 40 per cent. of the total plant-
ings of last scason have been seriously af-
fected, and I find that although the total
area planted was over 2700000 acres,
barely G0 per cent. of this will relurn a
payable crop. Instead of this, the Govern-
ment Statistician to-day furnishes the figure
that a total harvest approaching 20,000,000
bushels will he reaped. A week or two ago
it appeared doubtful if anything exceeding
15,000,000 bushels conid be reaped. When
it is indicated that the first estimate, based
on the area sown, exceeded 26,000,000
bushels, it will be readily understood how
serious the position was a short time ago.
It must be pleasing to the member for
Northam (Mr. Hawke) that in his distriet
of approximately 640,000 acres an estimate
of 6,000,000 bushels is given. As to the oat
crop, T find the statistician’s figure is for
a vield appreaching 5,000,000 bushels of
grain from 453,000 acres, and the wheat
and oaten hay crop is expected to exceed
463,000 tons. It is pleasing to note the
buovant condition of the wool market. Bul
in that case also it will take meore than the
enhanced price ohtained to-day to compen-
sate growers for the serious losses incurred
in past seasons. The drought now prevail-
ing in the Murchison distriet is probably
the worst in the history of that part of the
Sinte. Not for a very long time have they
had & good season extending from Murchi-
son House rvight through to and past Mee-
katharra, and a suceession of good years
there would be very welcome to those con-
cerned, and to the State as a whole. To
deal particularly with the expenditure of
the department: like other departments
whose Ministers submitted an estimate of
the requirements of the respective depart-
ments, the Agricultural Department did
not receive all we could have wished.
But it is with gratitude to the Pre-
mier that T acknowledge an increase
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of £12606 for this year. The in-
creases in expenditure in recent years have
Leen steady and bave enabled wider scope
and additional valuable work for the de-
partment throughont the Stute. The figures
of comparative inereases in expenditure are
as follows:—

£
1932.33 58,192
1033.34 39,408
1934.33 07 A6
1935-36 80,163

There is an  inerease of £12,696 or
a total increase of over £22,000 dur-
ing the past three years. That has
given a  wonderful opportunity to ex-
tend wany branches of the department
in very wnluable work. Fifteen additional
oflicers have been appointed during the past
two vears. It is our intention this year that
more officers shall be put into the field.
Tt these Estimates are examined it will he
found that the vote for the rabbit hranch
of the department has been increased, thus
permitting further work in the destruetion
of the pest ou ahandoned properties. The
inerease on that item is £1,913 There is
also an incrense in the herd-testing vote,
which will permit additional herds to be
tested. This is a very valuable branch of
the department’s operations, and the work
has led to a marked increase in the quan-
tity production of our dairy herds. There
is a request for the inclusion of additional
breeds. This matter is beine investigated.
It 15 possible we shall he able to extend the
operations of the department fo other
breeds. The vote for the toxic paralvsis
tnvestigation has been considerably in-
ereazsed. Tn conjunetion with the Couneil
of Seientific and Industrial Research the
department has endeavoured to de much
in this conneetion. The contacts made
possible by the good feeling existing be-
tween the Director of Agrienlture and those
in authority in the Eastern States have
assisted greatly in this Ttespeet. On the
occasion of my visit to Canberra early this
year, I found that owing largely to the
activity of the direetor, and his personal
relationship with the officers of the Com-
monwealth Bank Board and the officers of
the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research, it was possible to secure an
additional £€2,300 from the board. The
payment of that money will be spread over
two years. Comprchensive investigations
are bheing made, and members will he
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pleased to know that one of our contracts
is that o full-time ofticer shall he appointed.
This work is very largely of a consultant
pature and is in eonjunetion with and under
the supervision of the Council of Scientific
and Indusirial Researeh. Certain adjust-
ments in staff will be necessary and these
are heing arvanged. [ should like to give
meimbers a few faets on agricultural mat-
ters, and to show how an inerease in the
price of wheat would materially affect the
prosperity of the State. In the 1901 sea-
son the area under wheat was slightly in
excess of 74,000 acves, and the yield was
774,000 bushels, Thirty vears later the
avea had inereased to nearly 4,000,000 acres
and the yield execeded 53,000,060 bushels.
With profitable prices for a few seazons we
should, if our farmers possessed the equip-
ment—nprobably their greatest need is a
reconditioning of their farms in this con-
nection—we could quickly veach the
50,000,000 mark again, In conneetion with
the departmental experimental farms, the
area under wheat last season was 1,716
acres, with an average vield of over 13
bushels. From these farms 18,000 bushels
of pedigreed seed was sent away. Over
16,500 bnshels of pedigreed wheat and over
300 bushels of oats were made available to
farmers on the exchange basis, the depart-
ment accepting 114 bags of f.a.q. wheat for
ong bhag of pedigreed seed wheat, and one
bag of f.aq. wheat for one bag of pedi-
greed seed oafs. Great good has resulted
from this arrangement, which was made
by a previous Minister. Tn eonnection with
the 30-acre erop competitions, 110 enfries
were received. This competition was con-
ducted by the Royal Agrieultural Society,
and judged by departmental officers. The
highest yicld obtained was 40 bushels to
the acre, grown by Mr. Cockram of Bal-
linup. In the M, T. Padbnry competition,
we have one that has been going on for
five years. The winner is the competitor who
obtains the highest average yield per inch
of rainfall during the growing season. This
was won hy F. M. and J. L. Atkins of Lake
Brown with a yield of 4 bushels 29 lbs. per
ineh of rainfall. Five other competitors
beat the previous record of 3 bushels 23
Ibs. per inch of rainfall during the growing
period. There was a general improvement
in the acreage yield amongst all the com-
petitors. 1t is pleasing to note the interest
being shown by farmers in the wheat belt
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in eonneetion with pastures. Many more
farmers are showing a tendeney to take an
interest in mixed farming, and in diversi-
lied farming there is no dowbt they are
tending towards safe farming. 1 have some
mteresting tigures to give in conneetion
with last year’s operations in the fruit-
growing industey., It s important
to nole a regular increase in the area de-
voted to apple production. In the scason
1923-24 there was a little in excess of 9,500
acres in apples. In the season 1933-34 there
was an excess of 12,000 acres in apples. The
figures for this vear are not available. Over
23,000 yonng apple trees were imported dur-
ing the vear, sufficient to plant another 250
acres. Last season showed a remarkable
increase in production. The yield exceeded
1} wmillion bushels. The previous heaviest
erop was in 1928-29, when the yield was
1.123,000 bushels. A record was also esfab-
lished in the quantity of apples exported.
Up to the end of June approximately
850,000 cases of apples were shipped,
against the highest previous total of 735,000
in 1931, It is pleasing to note that the
quality and the pack were favounrably com-
menfed on in the overseas markets. In
almost all instances higher prices were ob-
tained than were ohiained from apples from
the Eastern States. The fruit-growing in-
dustry although a2 young one has played an
important part in placing the name of West-
ern Australin before people overseas. Only
30 vears have elapsed since the first ship-
ment of 32 cases left the State. In 1914,
10 vearg after the first shipment, 126,000
cases went overseas. In 1934, the Conti-
nenfal markets and. the United Kingdom
took over 830,000 cases of apples alone. The
wember for Toodvay will be pleased to know
that grapes occupy second place in the ex-
port figures. The quantity of srapes ex-
ported last year exceeded 50,000 eases, and
we sent away 30,000 cases of pears. This
is =urely an industry worth more than pass.
ing mention. The aectivities of the depart-
ment in econneefion with the fruitfly have
heen very well ventilated in this House on
the occasion of the introducing of lerisla-
tion dealing with this question. Following
a very bad season experienced last year,
there has bheen a great diminntion in the
attacks from fruitfy. Tt is hoped that the
position will now improve. 'There has, un-
fortunately, been another outhreak of Cod-
lin moth, following on a free period of over
five vears. This is confined to a fairly small
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area, and there is every hope that the pest
will be exterminated within & couple of sea-
sons at the most.

Alr. Thorn: Ts that in the main apple
area?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not exactly, and it is confined te a non-
commercial orchard. Members have heard a
lot about the locust invasion this year.
The departinent it will he remembered acted

very quickly following on the =eri-
ous complainis of an invasion in the
north-eastern part of the wheat belt. Un-

fortunately another outhreak has oceurred in
the Bruce Rock distriet. The department
is alive to the situation, has acted quickly,
and is sending an officer into the distriet
to-morrow, The Government view with
great concern the serious possibilities likely
to arise from an invasion of locusts. We
have given consideration to legislation to
assist the situation. As such legislation
would cast important duties upon road
boards, and I think in certain eases upon
vermin boards, and as we have nof had all
the support we might have had from the
local authorvities, the matfer is still under
consideration. The member for Toodyay
suceceded in staging a very fine exhibit of
loeal wines in the near metropolitan areas
last week. He will be pleased to note the
improved position of the industry. During
the past vear 186,000 gallons of wine were
distilied, this heing an increase of nearly
40,000 gallons, despite the fact that imports
from overseas and interstate show an in-
erease of 33,500 gallons. The total importa-
tions Inst year excecded 198,000 gallons, and
our home production was 2 little in excess
of 186,000 gallons. This increase was made
possible by the breakdown in the price of
South Australian grapes, which were realis-
ing only £1 per ton. Our product has not
only compared favourably with the pro-
ducts of all Australia, bui in actusl com-
petition it has earried off most of the cham-
pionship awards in direct conflict wiih
products from the grapes of other States.
T would like to deal bricfly with the good
work conducted by the veterinary braneh.
Ever-increazing calls are being made on the
officers of that branch. As the State be-
comes more developed and as additional dis-
tricts are brought into production, there is
an ever-inereasing eall for their serviees.
And not only that, buf new prohlems arise,
and we find that there is a definite and per-
sistent call upon the officers of the veterinary
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branch for (heir services in many divections.
We need, and urgently need, more men in
the bhranch o cope with the ever-growing
colls on their services.

Mr. Tambert: The farmers of the past
Jdin noi require all these officers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Thire are many matters arvising out of the
settlement of new distriets, and many ques-
tions which did not exist at the time of the
setflement of the people to whom the hon.
member refers. As the result of the success
achieved by the complement fixation test for
pleuro-pnenmonia, it is highly pleasing to
note, it has been made possible to ship over
3,000 head of cattle from four stations situ-
ated in a district of the Kimberleys which
was previously quarantined. The application
of this test is inereasing. It also has made
an enlarged demand on the services of the
veterinary branch.  As regards wasting dis-
ease at Denmark, the Denmark Ne. 1 Lick,
made frew a formula supplied by the de-
partment, has achieved excellent results,
It lias not only made the rearing of young
stock possible, but has increased the produe-
tion of the mileh cows,

Mr. Lambert: You gave a firm the depart-
ment's preseription to commercialize.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Nothing of the sort. If the hon. member
were to review the operationsof the depart-
ment under that head, he would find that the
deficieney which eaused wasting disease was
lack of cobalt, very minute guantities of
which are necessary to core the disease.

Mr. Tambert: That is questionable.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is pleasing to know that verv iminute
‘doses of cobalt not only cure the disease,
but are capable of keeping the cattle in a
healthy condition.

Mr. Lambert: I went into that matter 15
vears ago.

Mr. Doney: Can the Minister tell us how
the veterinary officer happened aerecss that
discovery? It would be interesting to hear.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is an interesting peint, and T am not
sorry the hon. member raised it, becanse it
indicates the lines of rescarch that officers
find it necessary to follow. It is not only
the work of one officer, but the loyal ¢o-op-
eration of many officers working in con-
junction with each other that makes such
diseoveries possible,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And several years’
work.



1330

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not only several years of work are invelved,
but many elements in the testing-out of
different mixtures of chemicals and in ap-
plving them to the cattle affected. Almost
by aceident it was found that eobalt was
the element with the property necessary to
cure the disease.

Mr. Lambert: T think it was an accident,
too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Apparently the hon. member was not able
to find the accident. Great progress has been
made in investigation into poison piants.
With one officer operating in the field and
another in the laboratery, over 51 different
tests have heen made with plants reputed to
he poisonons. Great benefit has resnlted not
only in locating the mortality in stock hut
in assicting the diagnosis of diseases where
poizon s suspected. The work in conneetion
with pedigree herds and the econcentration
of pasture with the establishment of
modernly-equipped factories and improved
methods of storage has raised the butter in-
austry of Western Australia from a Cin-
derella-like position to one of honour. As
a maltter of faet, during the 12 menths
ended the 30th June last we exported butter
to the value of nearly £74,000. In the vear
1925-26 we imported hutter fo a valne ex-
ceeding £642,000, or at a daily cost ex-
ceeding £1,785 to the consumers of this
State.

Mr. Lambert: What did we import last
vear?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Very little. T shall give the hon. member
those fizures shortly. While it must be con-
ceded that the eost of establishing the dairy-
ing industry has heen enormons, the indus-
try has almost got to the position of prov-
ing, on analysis, to be an investment. For
ten vears the dairying industry has made
a contribution to loeal cirenlation of more
than half a millien pounds annually.

Mi. Lambert: What about the cost of in-
terest on expenditare incurred in trying to
establish the industry?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Dairy farmers have received low priess for
tatter fat, the average being 11d. per lb,
But now we are generally in a better posi-
tion owing to the stability of a fixed price
of 114s. per ewt. wholesale. Althongh I
would not contradict the hon. member inter-
jecting. as to the cost of estahlishing the
industry having been enormous, yet althouzh
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we are still payizg buge snms in interest
[ may say, withont being either unduly pes-
gimistic or unduly optimistic, thet the in-
dustry will scon heceoine a contributor rather
than one to which we contribute.

Mr. Tambert: We are paying intevest on
five or six million pounds.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I admit that.

Mr, Lambert: And (hat wounld provide all
the hutter——

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! The member
For Yilzain-Coolgardie will have an oppor-
tunity later. I ask the hon. member to
keep order.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[t is intercsting to note that two new hut-
ier factories were opened during the year;
s¢ that in this State we now have 17 butter
factories and three chicese factories aperat-
ing. Regarding eheese, the position is one
which ploces that commodity on the wrong
side of the ledger in point of local eonsump-
{ion. Our produection last year was 624,000
hs. weight, but we imported 4,500,000 Ibs.
weight. So there is vcom for great improve-
ment in that direction.

Mr. MeLarty: Are
capahle of praducing all
need ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No; but T think the hon. member would
glaim that onv lands are capable of that.
Owing to the demand for early subter-
ranean clover seed, the particular strain
fosfered and being bred by the department
has been in increasing demand. Over 60
tons of seed have heen certified to, and have
inereased considerably the planting of that
ifesirable product in many districts.

Me. J. H, Smith: Was the clover seed bred
by the farmers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
Not the variety known as Dwellingup. The
toial numher of sheep in the State svunds
something like a collation of astronomieal
figures. I would brave the wrath of
the member for Nedlands (Hon, N.
Keenan) to quote figures, mentioning
that last season from 11,160,000 sheep
the wool produced amounted to 88,457,000
Ibs. weight. This was a record pro-
duction for the State, and prices
are giving a fair indieation that we
may hope for something hetter for the wool
industry in the future. There were very
heavy elearances at the last wool zales, and
very little was withdrawn. The export of

not our factories
the cheese we
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lambs has been rather an encoursging feat-
ure during the last exporting year. The
total number shipped esceeded 147,000,
This is a Far greater number thun was ex-
ported in any previous seagan, and very
satisfactory prices were obtained. The
agents selling the commodity in  London
made pleasing comments upon the quality
of the product. Now to deal for a moment
with the export of eggs. The gquantity ex.
ported last vear increased to 64,000 cases,
of a value to the State of over £125,000.
It will be noted that in the ¢ontingency item
of the department an additional amount is
provided for an assistant to the poultry
adviser. There is a great call upon the ser-
vices of the existing adviser.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: He is a very good
man, foo.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Perhaps I wounld be neglecting my
duty if I did wnot briely mention the
rapid progress made on the Gascovne
River. Hon. members will be pleased to
know that there are over 200 acres under
bananas in that distriet now, and that addi-
tional areas are being planted during this
month, while many other crops of a fropi-
eal natare are being tried. There i an
increasing demand for many tropical fruits
which the Gascoyne can undertake to grow.
Last year over 9,M) cases of bananas, over
10200 eases of beans, and a eanple of thou-
sand eases of tomatoes, as well as many
similiar eommodities, found their way fo
the metropolitan market. An important
appointment recently made by the depart-
ment was that of Dr. Samuel as cereal re-
gearch officer.  This officer left the depart-
ment as a eadet to train oversea, and he
has heen re-appointed with the assistance
of the Millers’ Association to a very im-
portant post in the department. It is anti-
cipated that his work will give Western
Australia a great advantage in connection
with whkeats in demand in China and in
Japan from this State. The Salmon Gums
alkali soil survey was completed and an
area re-classified during the vear of 227,400
acres, and 67,000 soil samples were tested
in"the field and in the laboratory. The fig-
ures in connection with the Vermin Transt
Fund are interesting. Bonunses were paid
as  follows:—Wild dogs €10,801: foxes
£24,088; eagles £3,102. Tn connection with
emus there has been eonsiderable discus-
gion as to destruction of the pest. When
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the Giovernment originally decided to pay
a bonus of 1s. per head, it was anticipated
that a matter of a few thousand pounds
wonld wreatly mininize the pest.  But as-
tonishing figures are coming te hand as to
the emu pest in the northern and eastern
parts of the wheat belt. Tp to date over
23,000 eclaims for bonuses have been re-
ceived. That means that 25,000 emus have
been killed and paid for at the rate of 1s.
per head. Tt is interesting to note that
50 far one-half only of the vermin boards
entitled to submit elaims have adopted that
course, Increased business nt the metro-
politan abattoirs made it necessary to effeet
many additions, which were eompleted dur-
ing the vear and the work earried out te
the 30th Junc last represented a cost of
£56,000. Now we have at Midland Junetion
up-to-date facilities that will compare fa-
vourably with those provided in any other
centre in the Commonwealth. In faet, T
can say that there is none better in any
part of Anstralia than the abatfoirs at
Midland Junetion. The stock slaughtered
for consumption in the metropolitan area
during the year showed increased figures
and comprised 30,269 cattle, 406,840 sheep
and lambs, and over 40,000 piget There
was a slight decrease in mutton, which was
probably due to the large export of fat
lambs overseas. There is a very important
side of the department’s operations that
[ intend to deal with before concluding my
remarks. T refer to what may be regarded
as the research side of the department’s
operations, and I intend to review that
phase of the work of the department. I
shall submit what T think will be sufficient
answer to the very many wunealled for
statements made by the President of the
Primary Producers’ Association (Mr. Teas-
dalel and by the member for Beverler (Mr.
J. TI. Mann), T shall prove that those
statements were unfounded, and in many
instances untrue. As Mr. Teasdale went
out of his way at the opening of the Pri-
mary Produeers’ Association Conference
thizs year to attack the department, its
work, and that of many of the deparfmen-
tal nfficers, T do not intend to allow his
statements to go unchallenged. Mr. Teas-
dale said that the rivalry between the
Council of Seientifie and Industrial Re-
search, the University of Western Austra-
lia, the Agrieultural Society and the Agri-
cultural Department was unsettling pro-
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gress in research work, and be named the
Director of Agriculture as one not having
i proper eonception of such rescarch work.
There is no foundation whatever for such
a statement. '

Mr. Wansbrowgh: What was his aothor-
ity for making it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That charge was completely refuted by Pro-
fessor Wilsmore, who is a member of the
State Committee of the Couneil of Scienti-
fic and Induskrial Research, in the course of
a lengthy statement. The professor c¢laimed
that al all tiines the Department of Agrieui-
ture had acted in the ¢losest co-operation
with the Council, and instanced the fact
that many of the departmental officers were
then, and still ave, attending leetures and
conducting lectures at the University. The
remarks of Sir David Rivett within the pre-
cinets of this Honse concerning the work of
the department and its operations in gene-
ral should have made ws proud of our
achievements, and at the same time appre-
ciative of the difficulties under whieh the
officers are labouring. We fully realice and
recognise the lack of housing and equip-
ment fdr the vevy efficient officers on the
staff of the department. While the Govern-
ment realise the urgency for the provision
of better accommodation and additional
equipment to enable the officers of the de-
partment io function at their best, we also
elise Ha! we have not been abie lo re-
spond to the best efforts of the Coun:il of
Scientific and Industrial Research. At the
same time, the record of research achieve-
ment that the officers have built up is sueh
that we can be jJustly proud of it. I do not
intend to allow any personal feelings be-
tween the President of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association and the Direetor of
Ayriculture to cloud the issue. The Diree-
tor of Agriculture is a man of very strong
opiniens, and any man in possession of
strong opinions, who iz fond of his work,
must make cnemies in the exercise of his
duties. But that is no reason why that par-
tieular officer should he attacked. While the
Governnwnt have the greatest appreciation
of the oflicers and the diflienlties under
which they are labouring, we intend, as I
shall show bhefore T conclude, to reetify, at
the earliest possible moment, the unfortun-
ate conditions in which thev are working. I
think it is quite unfair that any bitter bias
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in personal feelings hetween any individual
and any poblic oflicer should eloud the
issue. The member for Beverley made cer-
tain statements on the Address-in-reply and
there is a great similarity between the state-
ments made by him and those made by the
President of the Primary Produocers’ Asso-
ciation. Az a matter of fact, some of them
could well have heen the expression of Mr.
Teasdale’s very thonghts, The member for
Beverley ailacked the qualifications and ad-
ministratioi: of the Director, and while I
deplore pessonal attacks made under pri-
vilege at any time, there is no reason what-
ever why a caln. unbinssed review of the de-
partment’s operations should not he given
eousideration and analysed.

Mr, Lambert: I do not think you have
been in love with the Director yourself,
have you?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is soraething that does not enter into
the question. I would he very low In my
present position if I allowed an attack on
my deportment or upon any of the officers,
which was unjustified, to go unanswered.
As one who has worked in that departiment
o twu oceasions, | know fall well the posi-
tion of the officers of that branch of the
Government seivice. I submit to the mem-
her for Beverley that results slionld be the
basis upon which to make n comparison.
The efforts of the hon. member ag a stud
brecder would surely not be rightly ganged
by anyene indulging in gossip or by any-
one who might be, for the time heing, dis-
egruntled. T object te the statement made
by the member for Beverley when he said
that our agrienlturnl scientists were sub-
ordinated to a man who had no knowledge
whatever of seience. T doubt if the hon.
member knows Just how untrue that state-
ment is. The Director of Agriculture
passed, with the hizhest honours, the only
examination possibie for im to sit for at
the time when he was training as a scientist.
He has been consultant to very many hodies
engaged in scientific research, and not anly
has heen a lecturer in agronomy and other
allied subjects, but we find great praise of
him has been expressed by many leading
seientists of the world.

Ar. Lambert: Never mind what the mem-
her for Beverley stated about him; what
have von said about him yourself?
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The MINISTER ¢OR AGRICULTURE:
I have never said anything about him to
which the hon. member or the Director of
Agriculture, Mr. Sutton, could take exeep-
tion.

Mr. Lambert: I have heard vou say
things about him that were ten times worse.

The CHAIRMAXN: Orvder! The member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie must refrain from
interjecting. e will have an opportunify
to make a speech later.

Mr. Lambert interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie will keep order.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Without a scientifie outlook, it would not
have been possible for the Director of Agri-
eulture te make any advance in many
avenues in this State. As for the relation-
ship between the Royal Agrienltural Society
and the Department of .Agrienlture, the
allegations in that respect were completely
answered by the statement made over the
air by the president of the society on the
oecasion of the opening of the Royal Show
recently. THis statement then was repeated
by him at Katanning. In the course of his
remarks, the president of the society said
that the closest co-operation existed between
his association and the Department of Agri-
culture. T admit that the Director of Agri-
culture is very jealous of hiz department.
We who realise that the department has an
honoured name in the land should also he
jealous of it. The operations and ramifiea-
tions of the department call for control by
an able administrator, and not for subordin-
ation fo one who might be possessed of a
single-track mind. Results speak for them-
gelves in that direcition. TUnfortunately it
is not generally known just how far rescarch
mafters are undertaken and have been de-
veloped in Western Australia T am re-
minded of the story told by Dr. Gilruth in
connection wiith researeh, He mentioned the
young univeisity graduates who were en-
deavouring to take a science degree. After
six months of studying they made a won-
derful discovery. What did it amount to?
They had heen peering through a miero-
scope for six months, and they found that
whereas it wa= thonght that eaterpillar< had
five hairs on their posteriors, they actually
had ten. That is nof the sort of resecarch
work indulged in by the department. T would
instance some of the 76 projects now under
consideration by the many branches.
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Mr. Lambert: The Government are doing
that sort of thing at the Observatory with
a peep show.

The MINTISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[n connecetion with the veterinary branch,
I have already paid a tribute to the officers
rezarding their work on toxic paralysis.
That work has proved, in conjunction with
the efforts in collaboration with officers of
other branches of the department, most sue-
cessfnl, and that co-operation has also been

indieated in the steps taken regarding
the braxv-like disease. A toxine has
been provided that has been successful

in preventing the spread of the disease.
T have already mentioned the wasting
disease. Regarding work on the Gingin
rickets, we feel that an announcement of a
cure will shortlv be made. Very valuable
work is proceeding in research into poison
plants in poison areas. A great work has
been done by the officers of the plant natri-
tion branch. I inay mention that, in con-
nection with soil surveys and animal nutri-
tion, we are working in close co-operation
with other branches. Plant pathology for
the control of black spot on apples was
cne of the greatest achievements. But for
the checking of that disease, possibly the
loss to the State wounld have accumulated
to £60,000. Regarding nitrogen-fixing bac-
teria and the supply of cultures, work is
proceeding. In the dairy branch the offi-
cers are actively engaged on many matters
of research. Tt is not necessary for me to
enlarge upon the work of the department
in general research into cereal matters. In
the manufacture of butter and cheese, in the
botanieal branch and in the entomologieal
branch, a great work is proceeding, ham-
pered only to some extent by a lack of
adequate housing acecommodation. As to
co-operation between the department and
the University, at least four officers have
devoted a considerable portion of their
time. equal to the time of two full-time
lecturers at the University. Surcly that
discloses  the closest co-operation  between
those two bodies. I admit that even now,
on matters of administration, T differ at
times from the Director. Probably in many
department< in this State differences of
opinion exist between the administrative
head and the Minister. Bven between the
officers within departments, there are dif-
ferences of opinion, but surely it would not
be said that the efficiency of the depart-
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ment would be impaired thereby. Nor
would the heneficial work of the depart-
ment be marred by any differcnce of opin-
ion that I may have with the Tdirector on
a minor matter or even an important mat-
ter. I wish to say that as the department
doubtless has an honoured name in the
rural and urban distriets of this State, we
should he jealous of it and endeavour to
proteet it. Effective funetioning largely
depends upoen adequate housing, Tet me
repeat the words of the Premier in July
last—

The work of providing new huildings to

house the Titles Office and the Department of
Agrieulture zhould, if pessible, he hegun this
financial year. Tt is imperative that we begin
the work snon. We are looking ahead 50 vears,
and it would be of no use shifting hurriedly
without adequate aceommodation and consider-
ation for our future.
We ean rvegard that as meaning sometbing
tangible. TIn the near future a start will
he made adequately fo house the officers
and an endeavour made to assist them in
the great work they are doing for the State.
Tt should be an edifice worthy of the de-
partment, with sufficient accommodation
for its officers for a gencration, and I hope
it will be the means of continuing to
strongthen  the rural industries of the
State. T have pleasure in submitting the
Estimates.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[9.50]: 1 raither cuestion the usefulness of
airing in this Chamber differences that may
arise hetween outside public men. I take
the view that we cannot settle those differ-
ences here, no matter how much we may de-
sire =0 to do. and that therefore we shonld
ignore them. Dhifferences that arise outside
should he sctiled outside. I rather regret
that T have not the remarks of Mr. Teas-
dale, to whieh the Minister takes exception,
and rightly vo, if the interpretation he places
on the words is correet, but T have an idea
that probably the Minister has misinter-
preted (he meaning that My, Teasdale in-
tended should aitach to his words. T think
members will agree that Mr. Teasdale is a
man who iz very caveful indeed of his facts,
and he eertainly doea not permit his per-
sonal feelings in respect of any public man
ta defleet him from the truth.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There must be some
differences of opinion betwean men.

Mr. DOXEY: This much T do asxert, that
whatever the president of the Primary Pro-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ducers’ Association did say, he certainly at
the time vonsidered that he had ample and
sound grounds for the statement. T am glad
indeed that the Minister made those very
complimentary references to the veterinary
staff of the department. I cordially suppoct
thoge references. He has a veally splendid
body of men there, and it is right to say
that we mever look to them ip vain; they
never let us down. Personally T have had,
and hope T shall continue to have, very fine
service from them in respeet to questions
and problems arising in the conntry dis-
tricts. In particalar, I should like to say
that the services of Mr. Filmer and those
associated with him in respeet to the wast-
ing disease at Denmark have been of untold
value to the farmers in the south-western
part of the State. As to wheat, the Minis-
ter, in summing up the position, had a dis-
mal tale to tell, and unfortunately, remems-
hering the true position, he conld not very
well have done otherwise. So I join with
the Minister in regretting greatly that to-
day, when the price of wheat is such as
nearly to offset the eost of production, we
can export only the miserably small quan-
titv that he mentioned. With perhaps no
more than 17,000,000 or 18,000,000 bushels
to export, it is plain that the wheatgrowers
are deeper in the doldrums this year than
ever before. It is necessary to help
them in every way possible. Let me
refer to one direction in which the
Minister will be able to help. There
is a fairly substantial inecrease in the
Minister's vote. The figure, T think, is
£12970. I am hopeful that the Minister
will be willing to utilise the additional
amount in helping to build up the distressed
farming industry.

Mr. Patrick: A lot of that will be ab-
sorbed by salary restorations.

Mr. DONEY: Yes. T know the Minis-
ter will appreciate the fact that throughout
the farming areas there is need for assistance
during the change-over from wheat to sheep.
The difficulty in that respect is, as always,
finance. The suggestion put up in many
quarters is that the Department of Agri-
culture should finance or help to finance the
purchase of good rams to approved farmers.
There is no need to lay down a fixed sum
that the rams should cost. The prices might
range from five guineas to twenty-five
guineas. The assistance might be by way
of loan of the full sum, or an advance an
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the fifty-fifty basis, according to what funds
the Minister has available. T am sure he
will appreciate the fact that as wheat is
beeoming an increasingly unreliable source
of income, an increased reliance on wool is
necessary. People may object that this
should be a function of the Agricnltural
Bank. L admit that customarily this wounld
be so. This, however, is a case where the
assistance is required by the whole State,
whereas the bank must restriet its  help
solely to its own clients. T wonld draw
attention to the fact that already we have
established a precedent in the allowances
that are made for the purchase of bulls. [
think the hull subsidy goes up fto £15.
Alrendy the principle to whieh | desired the
Minister to agree has therefore heen
adopted. There is also the stallion sub-
sidy, although in that case the amounis re-
quired are drawn from a special Federal
grant. The gran{s in respect of rams would
he short-term loans payable probably at the
diseretion of the Minister, or over say two
clips. If the Minister contends that this
iz not a matter for his department, or that
he has no funds available with which to give
the necessary assistance, I hope he will sub-
mit to the Government the desirability of
making sufficient funds available for the
purpose.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [9.58]: It was
a pleasure to listen to the MMinister while he
was introducing his Estimates. The Agri-
cultural Department is the most important
of all the departments of the State. The
seope of its operations is practically un-
limited. Tt always has been a matter of
funds for the department to carry out its
dufies, and it can only be extended accord-
ing to the funds that are available. I have
said hefore that we could do with twice or
three times as manv inspectors ns are at
present employed. There iz any amount of
work for them in dealing with insect pests,
which are costing the country so many
thousands of pounds every wvear. T refer
to the loss of fodder erops. vemctable crops
and fruit. 1t i= to be reeretied that an-
other outbreak of codlin moth has been re-
corded. The more publicity we can give
to this and the more serious is the view we
take of it. the better will it he far the pro-
ducers. 1 spent five vears in  Angaston,
South Ausiralia, praetically the whole time
dealing with the codlin moih. T know the
dangers of the pest and how readily it wili
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spread. We had cleopatra apple trees on
the property I was on capable of producing
30 cases of apples per tree. The trees were
planted 25 by 30 and they were growing
into each other. Mr. Wickens knows that
those trees produced from 23 to 30 cases
each, and that we lost between seven and
ten cases from codlin moih per tree. The
moth provides a full-time job hoth summer
and winter. The custom has been to put a
handage around the butt of the tree. As
the apples fall they are gathered. 1f any
grubs ave left, they make their way up the
tree again, and are stopped by the bagging.
In that way we have cleaned up thousands
of vrubs, Another necessary treatment is
to remove every particle of loose bark
From the tree trunks. Under the loosze hark
one generally inds some grubs. This en-
tails o tremendous lot of work. The officer
in charge of this work in the department

knows his job well. T am confident
he will attack the post and will prob-
ably keep it down, but I doubt if
it will be possible to eradicate it. Oned
the codlin moth makes its appearance
it is difficnlt to get rid of it. There are

eenerally a few moths who get astray. I
was pleased to hear the Minister mention
the importanee of the export grape indus-
trv. The grewers are certainly making
good progress. The Trade Commission now
on their way to India will no doubt bhene-
fit the export grape industry. YWe are the
leading State in this business and praetie-
altv control the position. TDuring one sea-
son the grape-growers got together and
there was a certain amount of co-operation
hetween them. They arranged good terms
with different buyers in the islands. We
all make mistakes, but learn by experience,
Onc of the greatest difficulties we had to
contend with was that different growers
insisted on sending grapes away on con-
signment. When the requirements of the
different ports and islands are known, and
people connected with the trode send down
an order For 250 cases of grapes, and by the
same ship a similar quantity is sent up on
consignment, the market is absolutely up-
set. The man who sends down an order
pays for it fo.h. Fremantle, but when a
consignment arrives, the market is npest,
and burers cannot purchase with eonfi-
dence.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What solution do vou
recammend ¢
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Mr. THORXN: We have solved the prob-
lem. We have decided to send no more
grapes on ¢onsignment. The result is that
every case of grapes is sold, and we have
not been able to supply the full require-
ments of the market at the fixed price. We
sold the grapes ourselves.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Throngh what organisa-
tion?

Mr. THORN : Through the Export Grape-
growers’ Association, of whieh T have the
honour to he president. T am also pleased
to hear that the apple districis in the hon.
member’s constitneney are going ahead so
well. The fruitfiy is a serions problem in
Western Australia, and we have heard a
great deal coneerning it. In that one re-
spect there is ample room for additional
inspectors, However, it sheuld he pointed
ont to the Western Aunstralian people that
their eo-operation is most desirable in com-
bating the pest. I do not think an army
of inspectors counld efficiently deal with the
pest  withont co-operation from the
producers. It is to the producers’ own
benefit to co-operate. I hope that as we
make progress we shall be able to deal more
effectively with the pest. The Minister re-
‘ferred to a visit we paid to the Swan dis-
triet in connection with wine factories. The
idea was to point out to our visitors that
Western Australia can produee as high a
standard of wine as ean be produced any-
where else in Awnstralia. That is borpe
out by the fact that every year, upon our
exhibiting in the Eastern States, Western
Australian wines carry off most of the im-
portant prizes. Last year a Western Ans-
tralian firm won the Australian champion-
ship. This vear the same firm gained sev-
eral first and second prizes in high-class
wines. To make the morning interesting,
we had instructed our representative in
London to huy from the London shelves
12 hottles of wine of different varieties—
Australian wines which had heen sent to
London—and to case them up and send
them back here, so that we could test them
and judge of their quality, and as to how
they compared with the same article sent
forward latterly. We alse had wine from
Portugal and wines from all the leading
wine making Australian States. T am quite
sure that the morning proved highly inter-
esting. The objeet was to show that we
were striving to the utmost to get those

[ASSEMBLY.)

Western JAustralian people who drink wine
to drink Western Australian wine,

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: What was the next
morning like?

Mr. THORXN: I am sure it is all
to the credit of Western  Australian
wine to sav that T never felt bet-
ter in my life than I felt the next

morning, I am sure thal the friends who
accompanied me will beay me ont in that
statement. We labeur under great disabili-
ties here in producing our local wine.
The Minister mentioned that when Eastern
States winemakers, especially  those in
South Australin, ean buy grapes for as
little as 15s. per ton, turn them into wine
and send if over here as young wine, the
price makes it extremely diffieult for ouv
loeal wines to compete. It is not fair, be-
causc our winemakers of repute are making
wine up to a high standard. They pay the
Commonwenlth price fixed for grapes. I
ean safely say that that priee averages £5
per ton to the grower. Thus it will he
scen  how seriously  Fastern  States wines
come intoe competition with Western Austra-
lian wines. The South Australian Govern-
ment had introdoced a Bill to fix a priee for
grapes, which was to be the price fixed by
the Commonwealth. Up-to-date, however,
it has not been found possible to get New
South Wales in particular to agree to intro-
duce similar legislation. Tt will be under-
stood that one State could not be expected
to introduee such legislation on its own, since
it would be placed in unfair corapetition
with the other States. The dried fruit in-
dustry is not in a very happy condition this
vear. We have been subject to serious falls
in London priees through competition with
Greece. Tt is to be understeod that the
dried fruit industry in Australia is essen-
tially an exporting industrs now. Over 80
per cent. of the fruit is essentially grown
for export. When there is a serious fal] in
the export market, it refleets seriously
on the industry here. To make the business
pay, we vequire £40 per ton on the London
market. To-day currants are selling as low
as £28 per ton. 1 believe the reason is that
Greek ecurrants had been displaced on
the London market by Australian sul-
tanas. The (ireek growers decided to fight
Australian sultanas with Greek currants,
and this has had the effeet of reducing the
price of dried fraits on the London market
to @ point unprofitable to the grower. T was
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pleased to hear the Jinister mention the
butter position, and, irrespective of inter-
jections by the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardic as ro the cost of group settlement,
show how settlers have been responsible for
making up the leeway in our butter produc-
tion. We must all agree that it is highly
dilfieult to assess the real value of that in-
dustry. In due course it will undonbtedly
be an asset to the State. Western Australian
farmers should be gratified to learn that we
are producing all our butter requirements
within the State. T believe that the bulk of
our butter has been brought up to a high
standard, and that it is capable of heing
stored until it is required tov the market.
Likewise I was pleased to hear the Minister
stafe that last year we exported 64.000 eases
of ezes to the value of £125,000. This
proves that our poultry industry is becom-
ing highly important, and must develop into
a most valuable nsset to the State. The in-
troduction of new capital to the extent of
£125,000 into the Siate, coupled with the
development of all our primary industries,
must have the effect of assisting Western
Anstralis with her financial affairs oversea.
I am pleased to note that the member for
South Fremantle (Mr. Fox} has moved to
introduce a Bill to give those producers eon-
trol of their own industry. The view T take
is that if we have effective control over these
industries, it provides us with opportunities
to fix proper standards and packs that
help to make the name of our produets
overseas. [ndoubiellv the department are
to be congratulated upon the present condi-
tion at the ahattoirs. | am a regular visilor
there and I can pay a tribute to the won-
derful improvements that have been effect-
ed. During the summer wmonths the animals
will now be covered and profected from the
blazing sun, and T hape the time is not fa-
distant when the sheep pens will he covered
as well.

The Minister for Lands: Those that are
about to die.

Mr. THORN: Even if the sheep are
about to be killed. that is no reaszon why
we shonld not make their eonditions com-
fortable hefore ther meet their fate. The
yards are congested on sale dayvs, and there
is not much air in the pens. The heat must
have a detrimental effect on the animals in
summer and, of course, in the winter months
they are ount in the pouring rain. The de-
partmental officers are fully aware of the
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position and I am sure that when funds are
available the whole of the yards will be
coverted. The Minister mentioned  the
operations of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research, and I ean also pay a
tribute to the valuable wovk that body is
earrving out. Last season one of the coun-
cil's ofhicers, Mr. Lyons, paid a visit to the
Swan distriet and effecied most valuable
work. He spent a few days with the vine-
arowers, and demonstrated to us how,
although we had spent o lifetime in the in-
dustry, a newcomer was able to preseat new
ideas, show us how we could improve our

vipes and their production, apd how we
conld graft new stock on to old. I desive

to pay a tribute to the work of our wine ex-
pert, Mr. Johns, who has been a great as-
set to Western Australia since his advent.
He is a most valuable officer, and I have
known and worked with him for a long
time. I appreciate the wonderful service he
has rendered the wine industry. That officer
is to a great extent responsible for the very
high. standard Western Australian wines
have attained to-day,

MR. MANN (Beverley) [10.20]: As has
heen indicated by other members, the season
this yvear has been verv mixed and it is dis-
appointing now that prices for wheat are im-
proving, that the seasonal eonditions should
be so bad. Undoubtediy the late rains plaved
a prominent part in the results that will be
achieved in different paris of the State, de-
spife which there will he decreased yields.
Nevertheless, the late rains provided neces-
sary wafer supplies to enable stock to he
carried, and if those late wains had not
Eallen, we wonld have experienced probably
the most ealamitous year for stock in our
history. T desire brieflv to reply to the Min-
ister’s eriticisms of some of my remarkes on
the Address-in-repiv. T have heen associ-
ated with sheep propositions for many
vears, and even as a lad of 13 years T was
emploved by one of the largest stock firms
in the State. T have had experience of
agriculture in all its varied phases. and I
do not think I will he refuted in my siate-
ment that Western Australia lacks an ade-
quate veterinary staff. That branch of agri-
cultural seience plays a big part in our
stock-raising generally. In the eourse of his
remarks, the Minister made reference to my
sfatements regarding the Director of Agri-
culture.  What T stated on that oecasion
were definitely my own opinions, but the
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Minister endeavoured to suggest to mem-
bers that I was playing second fiddle {o Mr.
Teasdale, the President of the Primary
Producers’ Association. That gentleman
made his own statement regarding the
Dircetor of Agriculture.

Mr. Lambert: And you repeated it.

Mr. MAXN: Members who are sitting on
the Government side of fthe House have
their own ecandid opinions regarding the
position of affairs. Does the Minister think
that the officers are able to do all they de-
sire to secure progress in farming condi-
tions generally? T bring this point home
to members: Officers of the depariment have
not the ear of the Minister. If an officer
desires to interview him, it can be done only
through the Director. In those cirvcum-
stances, naturally the Director can do as he
thinks fit. Members must realise that this
State’s most competent veterinary officer was
Mr. Murray Jones, the former Chief Veteri-
nary Officer. What happened to him? From
various remarks I have heard, I think Mr.
Murray Jones was either dismissed or was
retired from his position hecause he was
too strong a man for the Director of Agri-
culture. There is no man in the State who
Is more competent as a veterinary surgeon
than Mr. Murray Jones. [ sat in court and
heard his appeal for compensation. What
was the position? The present Director of
Agriculture and the Public Service Com-

missioner crucified Mr. Murray Jones.
I have no hesitalion in saving that
T have no faith in the Director. [

do not think he is an administrator but,
as I said previonsly, he is an excellent wheat
man. There are verv few men in Australia
who can toueh him on wheat matfers, and
I give him every eredit for what he has done
to inerease the wheat vield of this State. I
kuow perfectly well the feeling that has
existed between the Council of Tndus-
trial and Scientific Research and the De-
partment of Agriculture.  Recarding the
Minister's other statements, I desire to
pay a tribute to Mr. Teasdale, whao
has held a high position in the finan-
cial life of the State, and is a man
of first-class experience and capaeity.
Although he is the president of the P.P.A,,
he is not the eclass of man to put in the
newspapers misstatements that  would
amount to blackmail. Mr. Teasdale is a
man with the courage of his convietions and
what he has fo =ax he will say outright.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Coverley: That does not justify your
statement that Mr, Sutton is not a good
administrator. Where has he tailed?

Mr, MANN: Take the whole of the Gov-
ernment departments to-day and you will
find a system whereby the chief of the de-
partment is working in conjunction with
his officers. But the Director of Aericul-
ture does not seem to work in conjunction
with his officers, who, apparently, are all
tied down by him. There is no confidence
hetween him and his officers. What is the
resolt?  The man has not the capabilities
himself, and he has not the confidenee of
his officers. He has had a particularly
wonderful run. The Minister himself, be-
fore he became Minister, was in the service
of the Agrieultural Department. He is the
fitst Minister to hold acadennc qualifi-
eation. Of all ihose who have had the
administration of that department, Mr.
Sutton seems to me to be the man capahle
of putting it over his Ministers pretty well,
That is my eandid opinion and T will not
withdraw it. Apart from the present Min-
ister with his special qualifications, I think
that another man proved capable of control-
ling the department was the present Min-
ister for Lands. On the Address-in-reply
T stated that if the Minister could formulate
his policy, it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to

The Minister for Agriculture: Tell me
where I have missed.

Mr. MANN: I do not say you have missed
at all. I offered you my congratulations in
the first place, and they still stand. But I
warned you in the first place that you had
a big job to tackle.

Mr. Wansbrough: You do not mean to
say you are an authority on that?

Mr. MANN: No, I leave all that to the
hon. member who has just interjected, but
T think I know sufficient about life gener-
ally to appreciate a man’s ability. T do
not eondemn Mr. Sutton holus bolus. T
say he is n eompetent wheat man; indeed I
doubt whether there is in Australia another
man more capable than he in the matter of
wheatzrowing. But how many veterinary
officers have we in the depariment? Tet in
view of the value of our stock, veterinary
work is the biggest thing Western Austra-
lia has to attend to. What happened when
rinderpest made its appearance and we had
no staff of veferinary surgeons? We are
not very far from foreign countries and,
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despite the quarantine laws, there is a
strong possibility of the introduction of
disease by aeroplane. Then before we
know where we are there will be a spread
of rinderpest which will wipe out all our
stock.

The Minister for Justice: No fear!

Mr. MANN: Very well, but you must
realise that with modern traosport, parti-
cularly by aeroplane, these diseases can be
brought in here without a moment’s notiee.
The member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie made
an objeetion to what T had to sav. But what
does he know about veterinary officers?
We have but to realise the value of our
stock and at once we see the necessity for
a staff of competent veterinary officers.
The Minister to-night has given me an
opportunity, it is true, but I hope he appre-
ciates the fact that T admire him as Minis-
ter for Agricnliure because of his quali-
fications. He may still think that Mr. Sut-
ton is a most competent administrator, but I
have still my own views and I will support
Mr. Teasdale in his remarks. He is a man
who is just and fair and is held in the
highest respeet, and when he thought fit
to criticise Mr. Sutton he was justified in
doing so. I was sorry to hear the Minister
to-night tackling Mr. Teasdale.

The Minister for Agriculture: I did not
tackle him.

Mr. MANN: When I spoke on the Ad-
dress-in-reply it was not with the inten-
tion of putting the boot into the man. I
merely tried to draw a comparison between
him and aneother. T hope the wool prices
will remain firm, because the season has
been a particularly bad one and much
stock has died. The inereased price may
compensate for some of the losses. I was
pleased to hear the Minister's remarks
ahout the export lamb trade. I hope it wiil
soon reach 100,000 lambs. Our export lamb
trade is a credit to Western Australia. We
have put up some of the best lambs to he
received in England. This country lends
itself to the breeding of a fine type of
export lamb. T have seen many flocks in
my distriet and I can say we are growing
sheep to-day which, from a wool point of
view, are equal to any in the Eastern States,
Mr. McCallam, our chief wool expert, has
played a prominent part in this State. He
has nrged men to improve their flocks and
by personal touch with farmers themselves
he has done immensely good work. I hope

(61)
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my remarks to-night have not been too
bhard. The Minister has attacked me on my
views, but I <till stand by my views and
my remarks. I see no reason why I should
alter them. I hope the Minister will not
think it is a very petty point of view. I
have had no falling out with Mr, Sutton.
I have never disagreed with him, but I am
perfectly justified in my erificism of him.
I give Mr. Sutton eredit on some points,
but on others T do not give him any credit
at all.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.35 pam,

Rcgislative Counctl,
Wednesday, 6th November, 1935,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TROLLEY BUS BODIES.

Hon, A. THOMSOQXN (for Hon. L. B.
Bolton) asked the Chief Seeretary: 1, What
was the cost of the body imported with one
of the trolley buse=? 2, What was the cost
of the locally built hodies? 3, Is it correct
that additional orders have been placed in
England for trolley buses, including the
bodies? 4.In view of the satisfactory bodies
built at the Midland Junction Workshops,
what is the reason for importing bodies? 5,
If it is excessive cost. will the Government



